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I. Opening	
a. Call	to	Order	
b. Attendance	
c. Swearing	in	of	Alternates	

i. Yousef	Yacoub	for	Wesley	Kenyon	
ii. Jake	Dretzka	for	Mikayla	Bodey	
iii. Zach	Clark	for	Chris	Waidelich	
iv. Michael	Frank	for	Jake	Ferzacca	
v. Cameron	Priest	for	Levi	Cramer	

d. Approval	of	Minutes	
II. Open	Forum	for	Public	

a. No	one	spoke	during	public	forum.	
III. Executive	Report	

a. Abby	Grossman	
i. There	is	no	Cabinet	the	Tuesday	after	Spring	Break.	With	that	
being	said,	there	is	still	the	Date	Party	that	Thursday	night	
after	Spring	Break.	If	you’re	buying	a	ticket,	they	are	$10	for	
two	of	them.	Talk	to	Stephen	Post	or	Amelia	Gulick.	

IV. Committee	Reports	
a. Allocations	–	Jenna	Gravalis	

i. Allocations	met	this	Sunday	for	the	last	time	this	quarter	and	
gave	out	the	following	from	the	Student	Activity	Fund:		

1. Agricultural	Educational	Society	$250	
2. Fishbowl	Improv	$550	
3. Society	of	Asian	Scientists	and	Engineers	$240	

b. Oversight	–	Daniel	Marchese	
i. Oversight	did	not	meet	this	weekend.	

V. Old	Business	
a. No	old	business.	

VI. New	Business	
a. 48-B-2	A	Bill	to	Overturn	the	Allocations	Funding	Decision	for	UNICEF-

OSU	
i. Sky	Dominguez.39,	Vice	President	of	UNICEF	OSU	and	Madeline	
Denny.71,	Director	of	Graphics	and	Marketing	for	UNICEF	OSU:	
We	are	part	of	the	UNICEF	organization	here	at	The	Ohio	State	
University.	The	United	Nations	Children’s	Fund	was	founded	
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after	WWII.	Today	UNICEF	works	in	over	90	different	
countries	and	territories	and	works	for	educational	and	health	
issues,	as	well	as	branching	out	into	psychological.	Our	campus	
chapter	is	under	the	scope	of	the	national	organization.	Our	
three	goals	are	to	educate,	advocate,	and	to	fundraise.	
Currently,	with	the	Syrian	refugee	crisis,	there	are	13.5	million	
people	still	in	Syria	and	in	need	of	assistance.	There	are	
another	4.7	million	people	who	have	fled	Syria.	This	doesn’t	
include	the	people	who	have	gone	to	Europe	or	escaped	to	the	
United	States.	Our	goal	is	to	discover	how	to	make	Ohio	State	
students	understand	this	situation,	because	obviously	you	all	
are	not	in	that	same	situation.	Of	course,	we	can’t	simulate	that	
perfectly,	so	we	are	providing	a	5k	and	hoping	to	create	an	
educational	experience.	So	this	5k	is	more	than	just	a	
philanthropic	event—	it	is	also	educational.	It	will	be	set	on	
April	16th	from	6pm.	Registration	begins	at	6:00	pm,	but	6:30	
pm	is	the	start	time.	A	5k	and	a	walk	are	both	available.	Along	
the	way,	there	will	be	information	about	the	Syrian	refugee	
crisis.	There	will	be	an	award	to	first	and	second	place	in	the	
form	of	t-shirts.	We	want	this	to	be	an	event	for	family	
members	and	for	those	who	would	like	to	get	educated.	The	5k	
will	represent	what	distance	that	would	represent	to	a	Syrian	
refugee.	Therefore,	the	distance	will	be	maximized,	but	people	
travel	way	farther	than	you	would	walk	in	a	5k.	A	big	thing	is	
that	we’re	collaborating	with	a	lot	of	organizations:	the	Asian	
American	Association,	Pilipino	Student	Association,	
Bangladesh	Student	Association,	Indonesian	Student	
Association,	Indian	American	Association,	and	the	Syrian	
Student	Union.	We’ve	also	talked	to	the	Yoga	Club	about	having	
yoga	demonstrations	in	the	park	and	the	Syrian	Student	Union	
about	reaching	out	to	refugees	in	the	local	communities.	We’re	
trying	to	make	it	a	bigger	thing	than	just	for	OSU	students.	We	
will	bring	children	and	families,	and	we	will	be	selling	food.	
Here’s	what	our	budget	looks	like.	(Referred	to	PowerPoint	
presentation).	The	total	is	$2,057.50.	A	lot	is	going	to	speakers,	
technology	costs,	et	cetera,	that	we	will	have.	We	want	to	make	
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sure	this	is	an	educational	event.	We’re	here	to	educate,	
advocate,	and	do	the	fundraising.	Today	we’re	requesting	
$1,000	from	USG.	We	understand	the	budget	is	tight,	so	we	
would	love	to	receive	any	money	you	can	give	us.	Our	money	is	
doubled	by	the	George	Harrison	fund.	Since	every	dollar	
counts,	we	would	love	to	get	as	much	funding	as	possible.	
Thank	you	for	your	time.		

ii. Kaczmarek:	This	is	a	question	for	the	Deputy	CFO:	How	much	
money	do	we	have	left	in	the	allocations	budget	for	this	
quarter?	

iii. Gravalis:	$15.33.	I	would	advise	you	to	not	go	into	deficit	
spending,	so	we	have	$15.33	left	to	spend.	

iv. Souders:	How	much	is	each	organization	contributing	to	the	
event?	

v. Dominguez:	Time,	energy,	volunteers.	We	asked	if	they	could	
donate	money,	but	not	everyone	has	that	money	to	donate.	

vi. Frank:	What	happens	if	we	go	into	deficit?	
vii. Gravalis:	It	means	we	don’t	follow	our	budget,	and	we	could	get	

in	trouble	for	not	following	our	budget.	Also	to	comment	on	
contributions,	I	also	sit	on	CSA,	so	I	can	give	you	a	rundown	of	
how	that	will	work.	CSA	funding	is	pending,	so	we’re	working	
stuff	out.	The	Indonesian	Student	Association	applied	for	
$2,000,	the	Syrian	Student	Union	for	$750,	and	UNICEF	for	
$500.	The	Syrian	Student	Union	potentially	has	over	$3,000	
that	they	could	use	towards	this	event.	Those	are	the	
organizational	contributions.	

viii. Honaker:	Have	you	talked	to	vendors	about	donating	food?	I’ve	
planned	a	lot	of	philanthropy	events,	and	I	always	reach	out	to	
different	vendors	on	High	Street.	Cane’s	has	donated	hundreds	
of	dollars	worth	of	food	to	my	events	before.	

ix. Dominguez:	No,	we	haven’t,	but	that’s	a	great	idea.	Thank	you!	
x. Jackson:	Have	you	done	any	outside	fundraising,	such	as	

football	parking	or	Blaze	fundraisers?	
xi. Dominguez:	There’s	a	Blaze	fundraiser	tonight	after	the	

meeting!	
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xii. Glass:	With	$15	left	in	our	budget,	what’s	the	likelihood	that	it’ll	
be	spent	in	any	other	way?	

xiii. Gravalis:	The	$15.33	is	for	student	organizations.	
xiv. Shaffer:	What	is	the	date	of	the	event?	
xv. Dominguez:	April	16th.		
xvi. Shaffer:	When	does	the	new	funding	cycle	start?	
xvii. Gravalis:	April	1st.		
xviii. Kaczmarek:	Where	would	the	$15.33	go	if	we	don’t	spend	it?	
xix. Gravalis:	Well,	we	get	a	lump	sum	at	the	beginning	of	each	

semester.	From	there,	we	budget	for	GA,	Allocations,	et	cetera,	
so	it	would	go	back	into	the	budget.	

xx. Drenkhan:	Couldn’t	UNICEF	apply	for	funding	again	at	the	
beginning	of	the	next	cycle,	since	the	new	cycle	begins	before	
the	event?	

xxi. Gravalis:	I	would	advise	that	other	student	organizations	
collaborating	with	them	apply	for	funding,	because	we	
generally	don’t	fund	the	same	event	twice.	So	the	other	ones	
should	apply.	

xxii. Motion	to	amend	line	26	from	“fee	in	the	amount	of	
$1,000”	to	“fee	in	the	amount	of	$265.33.”	

xxiii. Motion	passed.	
xxiv. Marchese:	Seeing	as	this	money	won’t	be	going	to	anything	else	

and	we	won’t	be	using	it	this	semester,	I	think	we	should	do	
fund	UNICEF	for	an	additional	$15.33.	I	also	don’t	think	we	
should	go	into	deficit,	because	that	would	be	a	problem.	

xxv. Motion	to	pass	48-B-2	with	unanimous	consent.	
b. 48-R-42	A	Resolution	to	Support	the	Increase	of	Safety	Features	and	

Security	Presence	on	West	Campus	Surface	Parking	Lot	
i. Honaker:	This	resolution	addresses	lighting	on	campus	lots	and	
security.	I’d	like	security	posts	ideally	in	the	middle	of	the	
parking	lots.	The	reason	I	would	like	this	resolution	to	pass	
before	obtaining	CampusParc	support	is	because	CampusParc	
is	not	working	with	us.	I	have	called	a	few	times	and	gotten	
hung	up	on	multiple	times.	Workers	in	student	life	have	gotten	
hung	up	on.	The	other	commuter	senator	has	gotten	hung	up	
on.	This	resolution	is	in	support	of	them	working	with	us	to	
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make	OSU	a	safer	place.	The	vast	majority	of	those	are	located	
on	West	Campus.	There	are	11,000	active	student	parking	
permits.	All	have	the	ability	to	be	used	on	campus	parking	lots,	
including	faculty	permits.	If	you’ve	ever	gone	out	there,	and	if	
you’ve	ever	tried	parking,	you’ll	see	that.	Commuters	
oftentimes	come	early	in	the	morning	and	leave	late	at	night.	
There	is	limited	lighting	with	woods	people	can	hide	in.	There	
was	a	recent	rape	on	Jan	23rd	and	many	break-ins	as	well.	
That’s	pretty	much	it.	At	any	given	time,	there’s	about	2,000	
cars—that’s	a	low	estimate—we	counted	off	Google	Maps	for	
that.	

ii. Punugu:	I	know	many	of	you	have	heard	me	talk	about	my	
dance	practices	that	go	late	into	the	night.	When	going	to	the	
parking	lots,	I	would	often	not	feel	safe	in	the	parking	lot.	I	
would	urge	us	to	pass	this	to	increase	safety	of	people	going	to	
school	here.	

iii. Warnimont:	Have	you	spoken	to	any	outside	CampusParc,	such	
as	the	Department	of	Public	Safety	or	anyone	else	in	the	
university?	

iv. Honaker:	Those	entities	do	not	have	jurisdiction.	It’s	all	
CampusParc	because	they	have	a	contract	and	they	run	the	
business.	Passing	this	would	support	higher	chances	of	
CampusParc	working	with	us.	

v. Drenkhan:	Are	those	the	carmack	lots	behind	the	ARC?	Four	or	
five?	

vi. Honaker:	Yes,	there	are	five.	The	only	real	presence	out	there	is	
the	busses.	Lighting	is	not	great	out	there.	

vii. Belfiglio:	I	think	this	is	a	good	idea.	I	looked	on	the	CampusParc	
website	and	you	pay	between	$100	and	$470	a	year.	I	think	it’s	
a	fair	ask	for	CampusParc,	so	I	definitely	support	this.	

viii. Buss:	I	think	this	is	awesome.	I	parked	out	there	last	year.	This	
affects	students.	I	paid	$100	for	my	pass	for	the	year.	I	had	a	
job	where	I	worked	off	campus.	Sometimes	I	would	return	
from	work	at	2	or	3	am,	and	busses	run	scarce	at	that	time.	
There	was	hardly	ever	any	security	presence	out	there.	I	don’t	
think	I	saw	any,	actually.	Also,	there	are	officers	out	there	at	2	
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or	3	in	the	morning	giving	out	tickets,	because	I’ve	gotten	them	
at	those	time	stamps.	There	are	people	to	write	tickets	at	those	
times,	but	there	are	not	security	officers.	

ix. Warnimont:	I’m	strongly	in	support	of	this.	
x. Jackson:	I	think	this	is	a	great	resolution.	It’s	our	job	as	USG	to	

make	sure	students	feel	safe	on	our	campus,	especially	for	
students	who	park	on	campus.	

xi. Frank:	I’ve	traveled	out	with	Senator	Punugu	before	this.	It’s	
quite	terrifying	and	this	is	a	straightforward	bill	and	I	think	we	
should	pass	this.	

xii. Honaker:	Commuters	tend	to	be	a	forgotten	constituency.	It’s	
great	that	we	want	to	get	security	out	there	since	we	can’t	
carry	mace	on	campus.	

xiii. 48-R-42	PASSED	with	unanimous	consent.	
c. Motion	to	introduce	48-R-43	to	the	floor	(did	not	pass	through	

Steering).	
i. Mubarak:	The	purpose	of	this	resolution	is	to	withdraw	
investments	from	corporations	that	profit	from	human	rights	
violations.	We	should	discuss	this	tonight	because	as	you	can	
see,	there	are	so	many	people	here	who	took	time	out	of	their	
scheduling	to	be	here.	

ii. Glass:	Why	are	you	attempting	to	bring	this	to	the	floor	outside	
of	Steering?	Why	not	go	through	the	Steering	committee	first?	

iii. Mubarak:	I	was	waiting	for	endorsements	from	some	student	
organizations	and	I	received	some	last	minute	yesterday.	

iv. Belfiglio:	Why	not	bring	it	to	the	floor	next	week	then?	Why	
tonight—as	in,	why	is	this	timely?	

v. Mubarak:	Well	it	might	be	tabled	next	week,	so	I	thought	
tonight	would	be	timely.	

vi. Warnimont:	(Point	of	information)	How	many	GA	sessions	are	
there	left?	

vii. Waidelich:	There	are	two	sessions	left,	and	inauguration	is	
tentatively	set	for	April	5th.	

viii. Poe:	Which	endorsements	were	you	waiting	for	and	which	did	
you	receive?	
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ix. Mubarak:	We	received	endorsements	from	FemUNITY	and	two	
more.	

x. Belfiglio:	Are	these	student	organizations	specifically	
mentioned	in	the	resolution?	

xi. Mubarak:	Yes,	they	are.	
xii. Buss:	I	think	given	the	timeline	we’re	on	toward	the	end	of	the	

year,	let’s	say	there	are	good	things	about	the	resolution	that	
people	like	and	not	so	good	things,	that	will	give	Senator	
Mubarak	time	to	change	things.	It’s	clear	that	there	are	lots	of	
students	in	this	room	who	want	to	discuss	this,	so	I	think	we	
owe	them	this	discussion.	

xiii. Glass:	I’m	tempted	to	say	we	should	put	this	through	Steering.	
It’s	a	precedent	set	to	put	things	through	Steering.	Although	I	
do	appreciate	everyone	being	here	tonight,	the	process	
through	Steering	is	for	screening	for	grammatical	errors	and	
things	that	might	not	necessarily	be	germane	to	the	discussion	
of	the	resolution.	We	should	avoid	going	into	committee	on	the	
whole.	

xiv. Frank:	We	have	spent	hours	in	this	chamber	making	
grammatical	fixes,	so	I	don’t	see	why	we	should	change	that.	I	
think	we	can	offer	our	own	time.	It’s	important	to	let	students	
voice	their	opinions	because	we	are	elected	representatives	for	
these	students.	We	don’t	have	to	vote	in	affirmation,	but	I	still	
think	it	deserves	to	come	to	the	floor.	

xv. Punugu:	I	agree	with	Frank	and	Buss.	There	are	so	many	
people	in	this	chamber	now.	I	assume	they’ve	worked	hard	on	
this	resolution	and	they’ve	also	worked	on	grammatical	fixes.	I	
think	we	should	bring	it	to	the	floor.	

xvi. Kaczmarek:	This	is	the	most	people	I’ve	ever	seen	in	this	room.	
There	are	50	or	60	of	them.	They’re	constituents.	They’re	
students	from	all	over.	We’d	be	doing	them	a	disservice	to	not	
hear	it.	

xvii. Challapally:	Based	on	past	precedent,	every	single	resolution	
that’s	been	introduced	to	the	floor	without	going	to	Steering	
has	been	heard,	so	I	think	we	should	do	the	same	for	this	
resolution.	
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xviii. Belfiglio:	I	agree.	I	think	it	should	come	to	the	floor	with	the	
understanding	that	if	it	ends	up	taking	a	long	time	with	
grammatical	fixes,	we	should	table	it	or	send	it	back	to	
Steering.		

xix. Motion	to	bring	it	to	the	floor.		
xx. Motion	PASSED	30-1-2.	
xxi. 10	minute	recess	for	senators	to	read	through	the	

resolution	that	was	just	approved	to	get	on	the	floor.	
d. 48-R-43	A	Resolution	to	Support	the	Withdrawal	of	OSU’s	Investments	

in	Corporations	Complicit	in	Human	Rights	Violations	
i. Mubarak:	Hi	everyone	my	name	is	Sami	Mubarak	and	I	am	the	
College	of	Dentistry	Senator.	First	of	all,	I’d	like	to	thank	
everyone	for	coming	today.	I	appreciate	it.	It’s	an	important	
subject	to	discuss.	So	this	resolution	just	calls	on	us,	the	USG,	to	
recommend	that	the	university	withdraw	investments	from	
companies	complicit	in	human	rights	violations	that	are	
condemned	by	international	law.	I’m	sure	many	of	you	think	
that	we	do	not	have	that	power	or	authority	to	do	that.	If	you	
look	at	our	investment	policy,	there’s	a	section	specifically	
about	divestment.	This	section	states	that	divestment	for	non-
economic	reasons	should	be	recommended	through	the	
university	governance	process.	Because	it’s	been	spearheaded	
by	undergraduate	students,	I	thought	it	was	appropriate	to	
bring	through	the	General	Assembly	and	bring	directly	to	floor.	
So	what	is	divestment?	Most	of	you	hear	it	and	think	whoa	no.	
It’s	getting	rid	of	stocks,	bonds,	and	endowments,	from	
companies	with	financial,	ethical	and	social	reasons.	It’s	asking	
university	to	withdraw	investments	from	companies	for	ethical	
and	humanitarian	reasons.	This	resolution	is	not	an	outrageous	
request.	We	have	divested	before.	In	2007	we	divested	from	
corporations	that	invested	in	the	genocide	of	Sudan,	and	in	
1985	we	divested	from	South	African	apartheid.	We	have	to	
hold	the	university	accountable	for	priorities	and	investments	
and	invest	in	an	ethically	and	socially	responsible	manner.	We	
should	pass	this	resolution	to	recommend	that	our	university	
does	not	engage	in	the	violation	of	human	rights.	
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Unfortunately,	three	companies	invested	in	by	university	don’t	
follow	this.	These	three	companies	are	Caterpillar,	Hewlett-
Packard,	and	G4S,	and	OSU	has	invested	in	these	and	they	
systematically	disadvantage	Palestinians.	OSU	has	been	
invested	in	these	as	recently	as	2009.	Last	year,	OSU	Divest	
asked	for	a	more	recent	list	of	investments,	assuming	public	
record,	because	we	are	a	public	university,	but	the	Office	of	
Public	Integrity	and	Compliance	said	it	was	a	trade	secret.	
Regardless	of	whether	we	are	still	invested	in	these,	we	should	
still	pass	this	resolution	and	uphold	our	moral	obligation	and	
refuse	future	investment	in	these	companies	until	they	are	no	
longer	engaged	in	these	activities.	Here’s	a	screenshot	of	the	
email	we	received	stating	that	investment	at	OSU	is	trade	
secret.	First	is	Caterpillar,	which	provides	engineering	tools	
and	bulldozers	that	are	“used	to	expand	settlements,	construct	
the	Separation	Wall	throughout	West	Bank	and	routinely	
demolish	Palestinian	homes,	refugee	camps,	water	cisterns,	
and	agricultural	fields	in	the	West	Bank	and	Gaza	Strip”	(lines	
24-27),	which	have	extreme	consequences	on	human	lives,	
their	right	to	liberty	and	security	of	person.	HP	has	“provided	
biometric	identification	systems	used	at	Israelis	military	
checkpoints,	which	facilitate	discrimination	against	
Palestinians,	restrict	their	freedom	of	movement	and	limit	
their	access	to	education,	employment,	and	medical	care”	
(lines	32-34).	G4S	“provides	security	systems	for	prisons	
holding	Palestinian	political	prisoners	without	due	process	as	
well	as	security	systems	for	interrogation	and	detentions	
centers,	where	Palestinians	are	regularly	subjected	to	torture”	
(lines	36-38).	These	corporations	profit	from	mass	
incarceration	all	over	world	including	the	United	States.	How	
does	this	relate	to	us?	Why	should	we	care	about	something	
that’s	happening	across	the	globe?	All	these	students	have	
family	that	is	affected	by	this,	so	I	want	to	emphasize	the	
importance	of	passing	this.	This	resolution	asks	for	financial	
neutrality.	It’s	not	siding	with	Palestine	or	Israel.	It’s	asking	
you	to	remain	neutral	by	withdrawing	our	support	of	these	
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companies.	There	are	hundreds	of	thousands	of	dollars	in	
investments	in	oppression	of	group	of	people.	The	only	way	to	
remain	neutral	is	by	withdrawing	these	investments,	by	
divesting	to	make	sure	there	is	no	further	violence	in	our	
investments.	Line	66	states	that	we	are	not	divesting	from	a	
country.	We	are	not	condemning	a	country,	group	of	people,	or	
community.	All	that	it’s	asking	for	is	asking	for	the	university’s	
support	of	withdrawing	from	these	corporations.	Investments	
in	these	companies	affect	OSU	students.	We	have	students	
whose	friends,	families,	and	loved	ones	are	directly	affected	
abroad.	Imagine	your	university	was	investing	in	companies	
that	supported	violence	against	your	family	and	community.	
How	would	you	feel?	How	would	you	react?	I’m	sure	you	
would	do	whatever	to	end	that	complicity	and	dehumanization	
of	your	reality.	That’s	how	a	lot	of	Palestinians	in	this	room	
feel.	They	should	not	be	forced	to	be	invested	in	their	own	
community’s	suffering.	Resolutions	that	call	for	divestment	
have	been	passed	by	over	15	other	student	governments	
across	the	country.	Our	resolution	has	been	endorsed	by	over	
20	other	student	organizations.	That’s	more	than	twice	OSU	
Divest	had	last	year.	There’s	an	increase	in	support	form	last	
year,	and	most	are	minority-based.	USG	has	been	getting	
criticism	for	lack	of	minority	representation.	Listen	to	their	
concerns	and	do	not	let	them	down	today.	It’s	our	position	to	
advocate	for	ethical	university	policy	and	ensure	student	voice	
is	represented.	This	resolution	recognizes	the	unwavering	
student	input	and	pursuit	of	education	is	not	at	the	expense	of	
others’	human	rights.	Passing	this	resolution	is	fundamental	in	
allowing	students	to	know	where	their	money	is	going,	access	
right	to	shared	governance	in	university	system.	Now	I	yield	
my	time	to	endorsing	organizations	and	individuals	giving	
statements	in	support.	

ii. Abdul	Amor.5:	Hello	everyone.	Thank	you	for	coming.	Thank	
you,	senators,	for	doing	what	you	do.	You	are	clearly	more	
involved	in	contributing	to	this	university	more	than	I	am.	
Actually	first	I	would	like	to	thank	Sami	Mubarak	for	
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introducing	this	resolution.	I’m	currently	interning	in	
Washington,	DC	with	a	congressman	in	Michigan’s	fifth	district.	
I’m	happy	to	be	back	for	a	couple	of	days.	It	was	mercilessly	
fought	against	last	year	with	a	storm	of	marketing.	
Technicalities	were	denied	with	human	basic	rights,	and	who	is	
a	valued	human	being	put	into	question,	and	it	turned	into	a	
religious	dispute.	But	this	is	not	so.	Last	year	there	was	an	
attempt	to	make	it	into	a	nationalistic	dispute.	We’ve	all	heard	
of	the	Israeli	and	Palestinian	dispute.	This	is	not	a	religious	
dispute,	and	this	resolution	does	not	aim	to	take	sides.	I	would	
argue	that	it	truly	doesn’t	matter.	We	can	be	pro-Palestine,	pro-
Israel,	both,	or	neither.	I	would	argue	that	a	majority	of	the	
OSU	population	is	unaware	of	the	conflict	that	occurs	in	that	
part	of	the	world.	We	should	and	would	defend	rights	of	every	
human	being	regardless	of	gender,	sex,	and	all	labels.	This	
doesn’t	aim	to	take	sides.	It’s	the	complete	opposite.	All	lives	
matter.	Of	course	our	campaign	aligns	with	those	from	the	
Black	Lives	Matter	movement.	It’s	clear	that	black	lives	are	less	
valued	in	this	country.	In	Israel	and	Palestine,	ongoing	
settlement	and	construction	are	not	valued	either.	Just	like	
here	there	are	unjust	practices	from	companies	that	OSU	
invests	in.	Let’s	do	the	right	thing.	Let’s	draw	a	line	between	
OSU	and	wrong	actions.	If	there	are	those	of	us	who	don’t	
believe	it—that	people	are	just	whining	or	that	some	lives	in	
fact	matter	more	than	other	lives—then	what’s	the	worse	that	
could	happen?	The	beauty	of	it	is	that	it	ensures	that	our	funds	
aren’t	associated	with	any	form	of	human	rights	abuses.	Let’s	
let	go	of	any	stereotypes	we	have	here.	I	cannot	emphasize	
enough	that	I	plead	that	we	approach	this	issue	from	the	
correct	lens—which	is	the	right	to	basic	human	dignity.	

iii. Yashna	Panda:	I’m	here	to	represent	the	OSU	Coalition	for	
Black	Lives,	which	supports	the	OSU	divestment	campaign,	
which	mirrors	the	relentless	hostile	racism	that	black	
Americans	continue	facing.	Marginalized	people	recognize	
what	it’s	like	to	be	dehumanized	on	a	consistent	basis,	and	
often	offer	each	other	solidarity	during	difficult	times.	When	
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the	Ferguson,	Missouri	community	was	protesting	the	Mike	
Brown	situation,	Palestinians	reached	out	to	them.	Black	
activists,	scholars,	and	others	have	reached	out.	Angela	Davis	
has.	Palestinians	have	spoke	out.	The	Palestinian	people	have	
refused	to	surrender.	Black	activists	and	Palestinians	have	a	
long	history	that	is	intertwined,	and	they	stand	for,	with,	and	
among	one	another.	Great	encouragement	to	black	people	in	
the	United	States	in	the	struggle	against	racist	state	violence.	
Powerful	images	represent	the	struggle	against	tyranny	to	
collective	hope	for	a	just	future.	Our	coalition	would	like	OSU	
to	divest	from	companies	such	as	Caterpillar,	G4S,	and	HP,	
which	are	directly	involved	in	using	technology	and	allowing	
structural	racism	to	continue.	Providing	this	funding	is	
knowingly	or	unknowingly	funding	violence.	We	have	to	work	
toward	putting	financial	pressure	on	companies	to	end	
complicity	in	these.	Let	OSU	advocate	for	social	justice	and	
human	rights	by	divesting	from	Caterpillar,	G4S,	and	HP.		

iv. Coco	Smith.10294:	I’m	a	member	of	the	International	Socialist	
Organization.	As	socialists	fighting	for	a	world	without	sexism,	
racism,	human	injustice	anywhere	is	a	threat	to	justice	
everywhere.	Palestine	has	been	occupied	since	1967.	Whole	
lives	are	shaped	by	crimes	with	no	redress.	Palestinians	share	
the	same	story.	This	repression	has	been	long	and	intense,	but	
this	is	not	perpetuated	for	cruelty’s	sake.	The	Israeli	state	has	
been	built	through	violence	and	corporations	reap	the	benefits	
of	this	violence.	America	has	been	a	major	purveyor	of	violence	
and	has	supported	flagrant	human	rights	violations.	Adding	
injury	to	insult,	the	United	States	funds	the	Israeli	military	and	
has	given	it	millions	in	funding.	This	is	a	dark	picture,	but	it	
gives	us	as	students	at	OSU	a	reason	to	pass	this	resolution	and	
a	reason	for	passing	change.	This	gives	rights	to	Palestinians,	
supports	Palestinian	students,	and	rids	Islamophobia,	racism,	
sexism	at	our	own	university.	We	have	to	support	this	measure	
to	stand	next	to	our	Palestinian	students	against	xenophobia.	If	
we	can	pressure	our	own	companies	and	universities	to	do	
this,	we	can	help	contribute	to	an	international	movement	to	



	

	

Sophie	Chang	
Secretary	of	the	General	Assembly	
3150 Ohio Union  
1739 N. High Street 
614.736.2390 
chang.1310@osu.edu 
 
48th	General	Assembly	
Spring	2016,	Session	23	
March	9,	2016	

	
	

protect	the	rights	of	the	Palestinian	people.	An	injustice	
anywhere	is	a	threat	to	justice	everywhere.	The	liberation	of	
one	is	predicated	on	the	liberation	of	all.	

v. Sayeed	Siddiqui.27:	I	represent	the	Muslim	Students’	
Association,	which	is	an	organization	that	directly	represents	
150	members	and	indirectly	represents	the	interests	of	1,000+	
students	and	with	organizations	in	the	room	today	we	stand	
firmly	with	this	resolution.	Whether	you’re	Muslim	or	Jewish	
or	atheist,	a	Democrat	or	Republican,	I	think	we	can	all	agree	
that	no	one’s	home	should	be	demolished	by	a	bulldozer	
funded	by	our	own	university.	No	one	should	be	incarcerated	
and	tortured	by	private	prisons	that	we	as	students	fund.	Let	
us	follow	the	U.S.	Methodist	Church	and	U.S.	Presbyterian	
Church	by	divesting	from	companies	that	actively	violate	
international	law.	I	have	been	to	Palestinte	twice	and	the	first	
thing	you	notice	is	that	you’re	constantly	reminded	that	you	
are	not	free.	From	the	beginning	at	a	border	control	facility,	I	
had	to	wait	10	hours	after	a	white	friend	said	he	converted	to	
Islam.	Checkpoints	barred	the	way	and	farmland	was	dotted	
with	concrete	fortresses	that	are	settlements.	Surrounding	
Jerusalem	are	sniper	towers.	Worst	part	is	talking	to	
Palestinians	crushed	underfoot	and	whose	hopes	for	equal	
treatment	and	own	homeland	are	dying	day	by	day.	And	my	
and	your	tuition	is	going	to	support	that.	This	isn’t	about	losing	
out	on	student	opportunities	or	internships,	anti-Semitism,	or	
punishing	companies.	It’s	about	a	return	to	core	values	as	an	
institution	which	is	acting	with	integrity.	Whether	we	allow	
our	university	to	support	this	or	not.	You	as	university	
senators	have	rare	opportunity	to	send	message	that	OSU	will	
not	be	complicit	in	this.	When	you	ran	for	senator,	was	your	
policy	something	like	diversity,	inclusion,	transparency,	
affordability?	You	don’t	get	many	chances	like	this.	I	hope	you	
will	vote	in	support.		

vi. Maryam	Abidi.3:	I	am	speaking	on	behalf	of	FemUNITY,	OSU’s	
only	feminist	student	org.	I’m	riffing	this	and	speaking	from	the	
heart.	As	FemUNITY	we	are	marginalized	students.	We	feel	the	
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weight	of	oppression	in	this	country	and	on	this	campus.	So	
this	resolution	is	making	sure	our	university	is	reflecting	who	
we	are	and	what	we	stand	for.	As	feminists,	women	of	color,	
and	marginalized	people,	by	remaining	complicit	in	human	
rights	violations	via	investment,	the	university	is	not	
demonstrating	dedication	and	responsible	use	of	our	tuition	
funds	because	they	support	active	human	rights	violations.	We	
have	a	duty	to	demand	the	humanization	of	Palestinians.	This	
is	intricately	linked	with	Palestinian	oppression.	While	they	
fund	private	prisons	in	Palestine,	they	also	fund	private	prisons	
at	home.	Not	only	for	Palestinians,	but	black	and	brown	folk	in	
this	country	and	this	room.	FemUNITY	finds	it	absolutely	
imperative	to	stand	in	solidarity	with	Sami	and	this	resolution.	

vii. Lainie	Rini:	Thanks	for	being	here.	I’m	Lainie	Rini	and	I’m	
member	of	United	Students	Against	Sweatshops.	Justice	for	
Palestinians	also	ties	in	with	labor	rights	issues.	E.g.	Israeli	
national	corps	doesn’t	apply	to	employees	working	in	the	
Jordan	Valley.	I’m	happy	to	provide	citations	for	that.	This	also	
ties	into	child	labor,	economic	inequality	for	Palestinians,	
access	to	opportunities	that	are	hard	to	achieve,	businesses	in	
settlements	that	are	hard	to	achieve,	manufacturing,	
agriculture,	construction,	and	settlements	are	made	possible	
and	clear	when	Caterpillar	sells	equipment.	These	businesses	
are	profitable	because	they	are	disenfranchising	Palestinians	
and	denying	them	their	freedom.	Cutting	economic	ties	
incentivizes	them	to	stop	this	behavior.	Our	school	can’t	
continue	to	be	complicit	with	human	rights	abuses	when	we	
have	the	power	to	do	something	about	it.	This	is	just	like	the	
student-led	movement	to	end	apartheid.	This	movement	needs	
global	solidarity	and	we	can’t	be	silent	while	homes	and	lives	
are	being	destroyed	and	we	can’t	stand	idly	by	while	this	
happens.	

viii. Nanissa	Madadi.7:	As	the	former	President	and	current	Vice	
President	of	the	Iranian	Cultural	Association	with	strong	ties	to	
the	Iranian	community,	international	and	domestic	students	on	
campus,	supporting	this	resolution	is	very	important	to	me	and	
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my	organization.	This	resolution	is	about	humanity	and	
supporting	such	companies	do	not	comply	with	humanism.	We	
would	like	to	officially	support	the	divestment	resolution	being	
put	forward	to	divest	from	companies	that	are	complicit	in	the	
perpetration	of	violence	and	occupation	onto	the	Palestinian	
people.	As	Iranians,	we	have	been	highly	politicized	in	the	
United	States	and	through	the	years,	many	of	our	community	
members	have	faced	the	direct	implications	of	war,	violence,	
and	systematic	oppression	by	corrupt	leaders.	Iranians	come	
from	various	ethnic,	cultural,	and	religious	groups	including	
but	not	limited	to	Muslims,	Christians,	Jews,	Zoroastrians,	
Baha'is,	and	Atheists;	there	is	therefore	not	one	single	Iranian	
experience	given	these	many	identities	and	histories.	We	
welcome	any	one	who	disagrees	with	us	and	to	challenge	their	
ideologies	and	stand	in	solidarity	with	the	Palestinian	people.	
As	a	group,	we	believe	that	we	must	support	all	oppressed	
people	regardless	of	their	ethnicity,	race,	religion,	gender	
identity,	sexual	orientation,	or	national	origin.	Thank	you.	"We	
are	a	group	of	UCLA	Iranian	student	leaders	and	alumni	with	
strong	ties	to	the	Iranian	community	on	campus	and	in	the	
greater	Los	Angeles	area.	We	would	like	to	officially	support	
the	divestment	resolution	being	put	forward	to	divest	from	
companies	that	are	complicit	in	the	perpetration	of	violence	
and	occupation	onto	the	Palestinian	people.	As	Iranians,	we	
have	been	highly	politicized	in	the	United	States	and	through	
the	years,	many	of	our	community	members	have	faced	the	
direct	implications	of	war,	violence,	and	systematic	oppression	
by	corrupt	leaders.	As	a	partial	result	of	this,	many	in	the	
greater	Los	Angeles	Iranian	community	may	be	apathetic	to	
this	issue	or	may	show	fear	in	discussing	it.	Iranians	come	from	
various	ethnic,	cultural,	and	religious	groups	including	but	not	
limited	to	Muslims,	Christians,	Jews,	Zoroastrians,	Baha'is,	and	
Atheists;	there	is	therefore	not	one	single	Iranian	experience	
given	these	many	identities	and	histories.	We	understand	that	
by	taking	this	position,	many	in	our	community	will	discredit	
us	due	to	ignorance,	Islamophobia,	ethnocentrism,	and	anti-
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Arab	sentiment.	We	welcome	those	community	members	to	
challenge	their	ideologies	and	stand	in	solidarity	with	the	
Palestinian	people.	As	a	group,	we	believe	that	we	must	
support	all	oppressed	people	regardless	of	their	ethnicity,	race,	
religion,	gender	identity,	sexual	orientation,	or	national	origin.	
In	2009,	the	Iranian	Student	Group	endorsed	“A	resolution	in	
support	of:	A	Call	for	the	Immediate	End	To	the	Recent	
Humanitarian	Crisis	in	Gaza”	and	it	is	with	the	same	sentiment	
that	we	are	proud	to	show	our	support	for	this	resolution.	In	
solidarity,	Iranian	Student	Group	of	UCLA."	

ix. Eyad	Hamza.11:	Thank	you	all	for	being	here.	I	am	the	Vice	
President	of	the	Arab	Student	Union	here	at	Ohio	State.	On	
behalf	of	the	Arab	Student	Union,	our	executive	board	
endorses	this	resolution.	Palestinian	students	are	an	integral	
part	of	the	OSU	Arab	community,	a	central	part	of	the	Arab	
world,	and	are	our	classmates	and	friends.	The	Arabs	at	OSU	
attempt	to	contribute	to	the	greater	good	of	their	community.	
We	support	this	resolution	because	we	refuse	to	contribute	to	
continued	military	occupation	in	the	West	Bank.	We	promote	
acceptable	standards	of	living	and	contribute	to	greater	good	
of	community.	These	companies	are	in	violation	of	Arab	and	
human	rights	worldwide.	Let’s	promote	social	responsibility	as	
an	ethical	academic	institution.	It’s	unjust	to	force	them	to	be	
complicit	in	violations	against	them	as	a	result	of	investment	in	
these	companies,	and	we	shouldn’t	be	forced	to	do	these	things	
off	tuition.	In	order	to	satisfy	these	duties,	ASU	endorses	this	
resolution.	It’s	a	moral	resolution	that	stands	for	human	rights	
and	justices	of	individuals.		

x. Raleen	Kaur.107:	I’m	a	Psychology	and	Public	Affairs	major,	
and	a	member	of	Project	Educate	here	at	OSU,	which	brings	to	
light	educational	issues	to	girls	abroad.	Companies	OSU	has	
invested	in	have	stopped	education	of	Palestinian	girls	and	
women	and	have	limited	their	ability	to	receive	an	education.	
Often	they	are	low-income	and	low-education.	The	future	of	
Palestine	needs	education	to	help	move	it	forward.	A	20	year-
old	student	was	arrested	for	reporting	on	protest	and	charged	
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for	throwing	stones	at	a	soldier.	An	18	year-old	student	at	
Bethlehem	University	was	arrested	when	a	settler	tried	to	
remove	her	hijab	and	he	shot	her	and	she’s	imprisoned.	
Another	19	year-old	student	from	Bethlehem	University	was	
imprisoned	for	3	months	without	charge	or	trial.	My	mom	has	
lived	through	genocide	in	Punjab,	India,	thousands	raped,	with	
tires	around	their	necks.	Lockdown	in	homes.	We	are	lucky	
enough	to	have	a	chance	at	education	but	that’s	not	the	case	for	
Palestinians.	Young	Palestinians	since	2008	have	been	banned	
from	taking	high	school	senior	exams	or	banned	from	
completing	their	college	education.	A	Palestinian	protested	
against	G4S	and	Caterpillar	and	all	of	a	sudden	the	demolition	
of	her	home	was	permitted.	Let’s	be	civically	engaged	and	
make	the	world	a	better	place.	It’s	hypocritical	that	the	
university	is	investing	in	multiple	human	rights	violations-so	
many	girls	losing	right	to	education,	without	degree	and	
without	ability	to	reintegrate	into	society.	We	should	not	be	
working	to	take	this	right	of	education	away,	as	a	university,	
away	from	Palestinians	in	occupied	territories.	Doesn’t	this	go	
against	missions	of	student	organizations	and	our	university?	
We	have	the	privilege	of	education	and	we	as	a	university	
should	not	be	complicit	in	those	companies	working	to	take	
those	away	from	Palestinians.	

xi. Thuweiba	Ali:	I	am	a	senior	at	OSU	and	I	am	in	Model	African	
Union	as	Vice	President.	We	focus	on	increasing	awareness	of	
the	role,	structure,	and	awareness	of	the	African	Union	and	
issues	that	plague	the	African	continent.	We	are	proudly	
endorsing	this	resolution	to	call	OSU	to	divest	from	
corporations	not	only	benefitting	from	the	illegal	occupation	of	
Palestine,	but	also	committing	atrocities	violating	international	
law.	Palestinians	face	a	lot	of	discrimination	and	struggles	
similar	to	that	of	South	Africans	under	Apartheid.	Apartheid	is	
an	Afrikans	word	meaning	system	of	being	apart	implemented	
in	South	Africa	by	the	minority	ruling	party	the	National	Party.	
I	am	appalled	and	disgusted	by	people	hurt	daily	by	the	
companies	we	invest	in	and	our	contribution	to	it.	Palestinians	
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just	like	their	brethren	in	South	Africa	lack	rights	and	
privileges	we	take	for	granted.	There	are	water	and	electricity	
shortages	while	people	nearby	have	abundance	of	resources.	
They	have	limited	access	to	healthcare	and	education.	The	late	
Nelson	Mandela	said	“We	know	too	well	that	our	freedom	is	
incomplete	without	the	freedom	of	Palestinians.”	I	urge	you	to	
support	this.	Abstaining	means	that	collectively	we	will	
continue	to	fail	humanity.	Take	a	stance	on	this	issue	and	let	
our	voices	be	heard.	Vote	yes	to	divest.	Thank	you.	

xii. Belal	Daoud.14:	I	am	here	to	oppose	the	divestment	resolution	
brought	here	tonight.	It’s	not	good	for	students,	the	university,	
our	image	and	reputation.	OSU	is	not	a	university	that	makes	
decisions	based	on	popular	or	majority	support.	Current	
campaigning	is	a	moral	hula	hoop	and	is	not	fuel	for	the	long	
haul.	For	foreign	crises	plaguing	the	world	to	be	relevant,	
content	must	affect	majority	on	a	continuing	basis.	The	Middle	
East	is	not.	It	destroys	the	United	States’	flexibility.	The	policy	
of	divestment	would	harm	people	in	the	holy	land	you’re	trying	
to	help.	At	the	present,	the	government	is	moving	forward	in	
the	direction	we	want	it	to	move	in.	Divestment	will	harm,	not	
help.	It’s	immoral	and	hinders	peace.	First,	it	morally	imposes	
the	entire	blame	for	continued	occupation	in	Israel.	It	is	
immoral	because	it	emboldens	Palestinians	to	reject	
compromise.	Divestment	is	immoral	because	it	hurts	the	
wrong	people.	It’s	immoral	because	it	focuses	the	world	away	
from	genocide.	It’s	immoral	because	it	punishes	the	African	
people	for	finding	sustainable	solutions	with	uncivilized	
people.	Sorry…	I	messed	up	my	notes.	I	took	most	of	my	notes	
from	50	years	ago.	The	president	I	quoted	was	Ronald	Reagan	
and	the	Prime	Minister	I	quoted	was	Margaret	Thatcher.	After	
the	federal	government	imposed	sanctions,	many	universities	
had	already	done	it	almost	a	decade	before	we	took	action.	
Let’s	not	eat	our	words	like	The	Citizen	probably	is	today.	
Divestment	is	a	peaceful,	popular	movement	that	will	inspire	
change.	History	is	already	going	to	be	made,	so	let’s	just	join	
history.	It	will	be	made.	This	is	happening.	
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xiii. Ashley	Pelzer.24:	I	am	speaking	at	large	tonight.	Earlier	tonight	
we	heard	about	UNICEF’s	collaborative	event	with	several	
student	organizations.	There	is	evidence	of	growing	concerns	
in	the	Buckeye	community	with	trials	of	refugeehood.	USG	was	
so	moved	that	they	voted	to	donate	$265.33	to	the	
organization.	I	don’t	have	to	remind	you	where	that	money	
came	from.	The	importance	of	refugees	cannot	be	race-coded.	
If	you	support	the	idea	of	helping	refugees,	you	should	support	
it	for	every	refugee,	and	with	Palestinians,	not	with	whatever	
we	deem	worthy	of	Buckeye	support.	According	to	UNICEF,	the	
demographics	of	occupied	Palestinian	territories	are	49.3%	
children.	Among	problems	they	face,	UNICEF	reports	learning	
rates	of	acute	distrust	disorder.	Parents	are	unable	to	provide	
basic	needs	like	food,	water,	and	shelter	due	to	poverty	
stemming	from	the	occupied	territories.	An	estimated	1.5	
million	lived	in	UNRWA	camps,	of	which	approximately	thirty	
to	fifty	thousand	were	still	alive	in	2012.	I	wonder	how	many	
people	in	this	room	are	descendants	of	refugees.	Given	the	
history	of	the	United	States,	we	should	all	empathize	with	
refugees.	Do	not	forget	what	it	means	to	be	a	refugee.	I	urge	
you	not	to	be	greedy	in	considering	your	lives	as	more	
important	than	others,	and	not	to	show	biases	in	who	deserves	
help.	It’s	not	up	to	use	to	determine	who’s	worthy	of	the	title	of	
refugee	and	who	we	offer	our	support	to.	It’s	new,	still	raw,	and	
presents	another	global	tragedy	for	us	to	come	to	terms	with.	I	
call	upon	you	to	also	work	towards	ending	the	Palestinian	
refugee	crisis	that	is	in	part	fueled	by	companies	we	want	to	
divest	from.	Voting	yes	on	this	resolution	is	voting	yes	to	
Palestinian	refugee	children.	We	have	heard	from	a	wide	range	
of	student	organizations	today.	See	the	racial,	ethical,	and	
gender	diversity	of	the	students.	As	the	Undergraduate	Student	
Government	is	coming	under	attack	for	diversity	and	
transparency,	observe	these	issues	in	light	of	those	critiques.	

xiv. Tyler	Alblit:	I’d	like	to	share	a	different	side	from	what	we’ve	all	
been	hearing.	As	a	Jew,	I’ve	encountered	the	Israeli-Palestinian	
conflict	a	lot	in	my	life,	and	I’ve	had	to	deal	with	identifying	as	a	
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Jew.	I	always	though	that’s	war	and	I’ve	been	taught	to	either	
respect	it	or	stay	away	from	it.	I	was	doing	a	study	abroad	in	
Germany	and	Aga(?)	was	in	my	German	class	and	we	were	
learning	together.	He	was	born	in	New	Jersey,	grew	up	in	
Palestine,	and	had	this	undying	love	for	the	Yankees	and	
Eminem.	We	became	fast	friends	because	we	both	loved	
cheeseburgers	and	that’s	a	big	deal	in	Germany.	He	went	to	
study	dentistry	and	I	studied	business.	Time	passed.	I	didn’t	
hear	from	Aga.	Then	I	did.	A	couple	months	ago,	he	DM’d	me	
and	it	was	the	most	banal	thing	in	the	world.	He	said	“Omg	
hey”	and	we	got	to	talking.	I	was	telling	him	about	life	at	OSU	
and	he	told	me	about	life	at	his	university	in	the	east	side	of	
Jerusalem	which	is	the	Palestinian	side.	He	didn’t	tell	me	good	
things.	He	told	me	about	the	tear	gas	and	the	blood	and	he	was	
scared.	I’m	sorry.	He	was	scared.	And	that,	to	me,	beyond	all	
the	photos	of	dead	children	and	statistics	and	all	of	the	death	
tolls,	knowing	that	somebody	who	could	be	sitting	in	this	room	
was	scared	every	day	that	he	could	lose	his	life.	That	convinced	
me.	So	listen	to	all	the	facts	tonight	and	make	your	decisions	
based	on	them,	but	know	that….	

xv. Dixon:	I	just	got	a	question	about	just	what	some	of	this	means.	
I’m	not	very	educated	about	it.	What	is	a	biometric	
identification	system?	

xvi. Mubarak:	Yield	to	Sara.	
xvii. Sara:	It’s	what	they	use	to	identify	Palestinians	in	the	occupied	

territory.	There	are	checkpoints	set	up	that	limit	freedom	of	
movement.	These	checkpoints	are	only	used	for	Palestinians.	
I’ll	use	the	example	of	if	you	are	going	from	point	A	to	point	B,	
it	allows	you	to	be	in	the	power	of	whoever	is	identifying	you.	

xviii. Dixon:	Follow	up.	Line	45	“Whereas	HP	profits	from	global	
mass	incarceration	and	provides	prisoner	data	systems	for	the	
detainment	of	undocumented	immigrants	in	the	United	States.”	
What	does	that	mean?	(the	whole	whereas	clause)	

xix. Sara:	when	it	comes	to	prisons	and	institutions	like	that,	they	
cant	be	run	based	off	a	couple	people	who	want	to	organize	it.	
They	need	the	equipment	and	systems	to	run	those	facilities.	
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HP	systems	are	being	used	to	help	facilitate	their	detainment.	
Global	mass	incarceration	is	an	issue	in	this	country	and	if	it	
weren’t	for	HP,	then	this	wouldn’t	be	happening.	

xx. Warnimont:	I’ve	had	trouble	finding	citation	#2.	I	Googled	it	
numerous	times	but	I	can’t	find	a	document	with	that	title	or	
anything	like	that.	

xxi. Mubarak:	We	have	a	hard	copy	of	that.	We	can	pass	it	around.	
I’ll	send	it	to	Waidelich	too.	

xxii. Poe:	Same	question	as	Warnimont.	
xxiii. Kaczmarek:	In	lines	63-64,	“Whereas	the	most	effective	way	for	

OSU	to	achieve	neutrality	in	these	human	rights	abuses	is	to	
end	the	financial	support	of	such	companies	by	withdrawing	
its	investments.”	Is	there	a	citation	that	shows	that	historically	
this	is	the	greatest	way	to	do	it?	

xxiv. Mubarak:	There	is	no	citation.	
xxv. Honaker:	18th	whereas	clause	lines	71-74	conversations	with	

administration	do	we	know	if	they	have	any	success	in	getting	
the	actual	university	to	divest	after	passing	a	resolution	like	
this	one?	The	next	whereas	clause	do	those	have	resolutions	
passed	and	administration	met	with	them	and	saw	their	side,	
etc?	

xxvi. Mubarak:	The	process	of	contacting	administration	and	taking	
to	University	Senate	for	a	stronger	voice.	Two	universities	that	
did	divest	actually	went	through	and	passed	through	their	
administration.	

xxvii. Honaker:	This	is	a	separate	issue.	A	few	of	the	speakers	
touched	on	the	fact	that	Caterpillar	used	to	expand	settlements	
after	being	sold	to	Israel.	Were	they	aware	of	this	or	were	they	
just	selling	products?	Was	there	intent	there	and	was	there	for	
sure	a	way	to	know	that?	

xxviii. Mubarak:	I	don’t	know	what	the	true	intent	is.	They	like	to	
dismiss	those	accusations	after	violating	those	human	rights.	
Research	done	within	Israel	shows	that	they’re	violating	
human	rights.	

xxix. Clark:	Have	these	companies	said	anything	about	these	
accusations?	
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xxx. Mubarak:	Yeah	and	they	stop	doing	business	with	the	Israeli	
occupation.	We	should	still	put	pressure	on	them	until	they	
make	that	decision.	

xxxi. Drenkhan:	Line	66	you	talk	about	financial	support.	I	was	
wondering	why	it	doesn’t	say	financial	support	there	too.	

xxxii. Mubarak:	We’re	just	saying	like	indirectly	when	you’re	
investing	in	corporations	you’re	supporting	their	decisions	in	a	
way.		

xxxiii. Khan:	In	the	introduction	you	talked	about	how	you’re	not	
exactly	aware	of	all	the	information.	What	exactly	has	OSU	told	
you,	not	told	you,	and	do	you	know	how	much	is	being	invested	
in	these	three	companies?	

xxxiv. Mubarak:	We	haven’t	calculated	the	exact	number.	When	we	
tried	getting	a	list,	they	said	it	was	a	trade	secret.	I	can	send	
you	a	screenshot	of	the	email	if	you’re	interested.	

xxxv. Weisman:	I	was	wondering	if	the	Senator	knows	that	they	are	
decreasing	investments,	not	increasing	investments.	Has	the	
campus	climate	changed	when	resolutions	passed	at	other	
universities?	

xxxvi. Mub:	I	can	send	that	to	you.	I’m	not	aware	of	the	answer.	
xxxvii. Kaczmarek:	This	is	a	resolution	to	support	the	withdrawal	of	

OSU’s	investments	in	corporations	complicit	in	human	rights	
violations.	I	was	wondering	why	we’re	only	looking	at	human	
rights	violations	only	against	Palestinians	and	not	human	
rights	violations	occurring	around	the	whole	world?	

xxxviii. Mubarak:	That’s	a	good	question	and	I’ll	yield	my	answer	to	
Sara.	

xxxix. Sara:	If	we	were	to	cover	the	human	rights	violations	for	all,	it	
would	be	very	hard.	If	we	were	to	include	everything,	it	would	
be	a	slap	in	the	face	to	companies	in	other	ways	and	we	
wouldn’t	be	able	to	delve	deeply.	It’s	a	good	place	to	start	and	a	
good	precedent	to	start.		

xl. Poe:	Looking	at	citations	2-13,	ten	of	those	are	from	more	than	
four	years	ago,	five	of	them	are	from	more	than	seven	years	
ago.	Are	there	any	updated	ones	that	are	more	relevant	to	our	
current	time?	
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xli. Mubarak:	Which	ones,	I’m	sorry?	
xlii. Poe:	Citations	2-13.	
xliii. Mubarak:	There	are	updates.	Yield	to	Sara.	
xliv. Sara:	We	looked	for	unbiased	sources	to	cite	and	if	we	were	

going	to	cite	websites	pro-Palestine	we	would	have	recent	
statistics.	We	wanted	to	be	more	objective	and	unbiased	so	we	
chose	to	cite	those	websites.	

xlv. Souders:	It’s	come	up	several	times	that	we	don’t	know	what	
OSU	is	invested	in.	Is	there	a	reason	why	we	aren’t	first	
investigating	OSU’s	actual	investments	before?	Is	there	a	
reason	we	haven’t	gone	that	route?	

xlvi. Mubarak:	To	ask	the	university	to	withdraw	investments,	we	
need	to	go	through	student	government.	Let’s	say	they	aren’t.	If	
this	resolution	passes,	it	would	recommend	to	the	Board	of	
Trustees	to	not	invest	in	them.	

xlvii. Souders:	Since	we	don’t	know	what	they’re	invested	in,	it	goes	
back	to	the	previous	question.	Why	are	we	being	so	specific	
then?	If	we	don’t	know	what	we’re	invested	in,	why	wouldn’t	
we	broaden	it?	

xlviii. Mubarak:	There’s	a	spreadsheet	with	all	the	companies.	For	the	
contract	deals,	some	go	up	to	2019	and	2039.	That’s	the	only	
proof	that	we	have.	Yield	to	Sara.	

xlix. Sara:	Our	university	has	a	dynamic	model	of	investment.	
Sometimes	they	change.	Regardless	of	whether	we’re	invested,	
there’s	proof	that	they	change.	We	know	that	these	companies	
are	involved	in	human	rights	violations,	regardless	of	whether	
or	not	we’re	invested	at	this	moment,	we	could	be	in	five	years.	
It’s	setting	that	precedent	and	making	it	clear.	

l. Honaker:	Kind	of	touching—I’m	trying	to	see	both	sides	here—
I’m	really	big	on	intent.	I’m	not	sure	if	investments	should	be	
pulled	from	companies	if	they	didn’t	intend	to	do	so,	such	as	
Caterpillar.	Is	Caterpillar	sending	them	to	the	United	States	
which	is	sending	to	Israel,	or	just	selling	to	Israel	to	begin	
with?	

li. Mubarak:	Yield	to	Sara.	
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lii. Sara:	Is	Caterpillar	equipment	sold	to	the	U.S.	government	then	
to	Israel?	There	is	a	huge	campaign	against	Caterpillar	trying	to	
prevent	getting	use	in	Palestinian	territory.	We	know	our	tools	
and	our	bulldozer	is	instrumental	in	facilitating	occupation,	
demolishing	homes	and	settlements.	As	a	company	they	can	
take	action	and	stand	against	it,	but	they’re	not.	

liii. Honaker:	That’s	definitely	true,	but	it’s	true	that	a	lot	of	the	
speakers	and	a	lot	of	what	we’re	working	on	here	is	helping	to	
rebuild	Palestine.	It’s	terrible	what’s	going	on	in	the	Middle	
East	right	now,	but	if	we	defund	Caterpillar	and	if	they	are	
using	equipment	to	rebuild	Palestine,	could	you	see	that	as	
counterproductive	or	would	you	rather	it	not	fund	at	all?	

liv. Mubarak:	Yield	to	Sara.	
lv. Sara:	Their	rebuilding	is	not	remotely	close	to	their	role	in	

demolishing	homes	of	Palestinians,	so	you	can’t	really	compare	
it.	I	also	feel	like	if	we	were	to	tell	Caterpillar	that	they	don’t	
really	care	what	we	say.	If	they	want	to	provide	equipment	to	
Palestinians,	they	can.	It’s	not	something	we	say	they	can’t	do.	
When	they	see	Caterpillar,	they	don’t	say	whoa	now	we	can	
rebuild	our	house.	It’s	sort	of	irrelevant	to	them.	

lvi. Belfiglio:	Regarding	your	previous	response,	you	allude	to	the	
fact	that	this	resolution	is	targeted	to	these	three	companies.	
I’m	confused	because	the	last	three	Let	it	Further	Be	Resolved	
clauses	are	pretty	broad	statements.	Is	our	intent	specific	or	do	
we	intend	to	make	a	broader	statement	on	human	rights	
abuses	across	the	world?	

lvii. Mubarak:	Yield	to	Sara.	
lviii. Sara:	The	main	premise	of	this	resolution	is	to	cover	these	

three	companies	and	to	let	them	know	we’re	not	okay	with	
this.	After	this,	if	this	passes,	whether	it	passes	or	not,	it	doesn’t	
mean	we’re	divesting	right	away.	There	are	numerous	
companies	involved	in	human	rights	violations.	We’re	looking	
to	set	a	precedent.	If	we	were	to	write	a	resolution	on	all	of	
them,	it	would	not	be	timely.		

lix. Belfiglio:	As	the	person	who	wrote	this	bill,	Senator	Mubarak,	
Lines	108-112,	it	states	that	“the	Undergraduate	Student	



	

	

Sophie	Chang	
Secretary	of	the	General	Assembly	
3150 Ohio Union  
1739 N. High Street 
614.736.2390 
chang.1310@osu.edu 
 
48th	General	Assembly	
Spring	2016,	Session	23	
March	9,	2016	

	
	

Government	supports	investment	in	ventures	that	promote	
human	rights	and	justice	and	that	do	not	contribute	to	
systematic	prejudiced	oppression	of	any	group	of	people	on	
the	basis	of	age,	ancestry,	color,	disability,	gender	identity	or	
expression,	genetic	information,	military	status,	national	
origin,	race,	religion,	sex,	sexual	orientation,	HIV	status,	or	
veteran	status.”	I’m	confused	with	intent	of	the	bill.	Is	the	
intent	these	three	companies	or	is	the	intent	a	broader	
statement?	

lx. Mubarak:	The	main	intent	of	the	resolution	is	to	support	the	
withdrawal	of	investment	from	these	corporations.	

lxi. Harper:	Coming	from	the	background	of	being	a	Public	Affairs	
student,	I’m	concerned	by	fact	that	you	weren’t	able	to	get	an	
investment	report.	That’s	crazy	to	me	when	that’s	my	dollars	
and	your	dollars.	Our	tuition	is	involved	with	that.	My	question	
is	why	aren’t	we	or	could	we	or	maybe	I’m	not	as	educated	on	
this,	but	calling	for	USG	to	release	a	full	investment	report	
because	all	students	should	have	access	to	that	information.	If	
that	misses	the	point,	then	we’re	just	talking	about	intent.	If	we	
didn’t	start	there,	on	how	to	get	the	report,	how	are	we	
focusing	on	who	we	should	and	shouldn’t	support?	

lxii. Mubarak:	We’re	trying	to	follow	the	rules.	There’s	a	specific	
section	on	divestment.	If	it	passes,	we	forward	it	to	the	senior	
of	finance,	and	they	refer	it	to	the	Board	of	Trustees.	We	didn’t	
bother	filing	a	foil	request	when	they	told	us	it	was	a	trade	
secret.	

lxiii. Harper:	I	totally	get	that,	but	it	feels	backwards	in	my	mind.	I	
feel	like	they’d	say	we	need	a	relevant	statement	or	report	on	
what’s	the	current	status	of	this.	It’s	not	your	fault,	but	in	my	
mind	is	it	worth	it	to	start	there	or	is	it	impossible	to	get	that	
without	a	resolution	like	this?	

lxiv. Amor:	They	said	it	was	a	trade	secret,	so	to	go	for	a	freedom	of	
information	request	act	is	beyond	the	point.	If	we’re	asking	for	
divestment	from	these	three	companies,	it	doesn’t	matter	if	
they’re	investing	now,	ten	years	form	now,	etc,	We’re	asking	
that	we	do	not	invest	in	those	companies	at	this	time.	They	
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mentioned	it	was	a	trade	secret	that’s	fine	that’s	their	
prerogative.	It	doesn’t	play	much	of	a	part	in	those	three	
companies.	

lxv. Luther:	It	seems	to	me	that	we’re	moving	into	cross-
examination	territory	here,	so	I’m	motioning	to	move	into	
discussion.	

lxvi. Motion	failed.	
lxvii. Frank:	Were	these	the	only	three	companies	OSU	invested	in	

that	you	found	to	be	in	violation	of	human	rights?	
lxviii. Mubarak:	There	were	companies	that	last	year	OSU	Divest	

targeted,	but	these	three	directly	profit	from	the	human	rights	
violations.	

lxix. Frank:	Is	there	a	reason	we’re	not	highlighting	the	other	
companies	that	are	committing	these	human	rights	violations?	

lxx. Mubarak:	Yield	to	Sara.	
lxxi. Sara:	We’re	trying	to	address	this	in	a	way	that	we	can	have	a	

really	enriching	discussion	and	trying	to	cover	every	company	
in	a	timely	manner,	we	wouldn’t	be	able	to	do	it	justice.	We	do	
want	the	entire	student	body	to	be	aware	of	what	we’re	doing	
and	to	have	the	student	body	be	aware	of	what	we’re	doing.		

lxxii. Marchese:	I	have	a	two-part	question.	I’m	looking	at	this	big	
Excel	file	we	got	sent	that	was	from	the	year	2009.	This	is	Ohio	
State’s	investments?	How	did	we	get	this?		

lxxiii. Mubarak:	This	was	from	a	student	activist	her	name	was	
Wendy.	She	got	it.		

lxxiv. Marchese:	This	is	exactly	what	we	want	from	the	current	year,	
correct?	What	changed	between	2009	and	2016?	Was	there	a	
policy	change	or	did	they	decide	they	weren’t	going	to	give	it	to	
us	anymore?	

lxxv. Mubarak:	I	don’t	know.	
lxxvi. Weisman:	Point	of	inquiry.	This	could	be	used	somewhat	down	

the	road	5,	10,	15	years	now—resolutions	dissolve	after	the	
session	is	over	per	year.	How	would	this	work	with	
administration	5-10	years	down	the	road	if	it’ll	be	dissolved	at	
the	end	of	this	session?	
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lxxvii. Marchese:	We	would	need	to	add	a	clause	to	this	saying	that	it	
lasts.	Generally	we	only	do	that	with	things	that	add	bylaws	
and	changes.	

lxxviii. Waidelich:	Your	question	of	how	that	would	be	used	should	
probably	be	directed	towards	Sami.	

lxxix. Marchese:	They	could	refer	back	to	past	General	Assemblies.	
lxxx. Mubarak:	So	to	answer	your	question,	the	plan	is	obviously	

everyone	knows	obviously	USG	doesn’t	decide	what	is	or	is	not	
invested	in	but	we	do	need	to	go	through	the	rules	and	
regulations.	They	tell	us	we	have	to	go	through	USG	to	pass	
over	to	University	Senate,	which	goes	to	financial	directors	and	
so	on	and	so	forth.	We	can	move	on	from	there.	

lxxxi. Drenkhan:	Follow	up	to	Harper’s	question	about	not	being	able	
to	see	current	investments.	Did	you	find	information	there	that	
said	we	can’t	give	you	this	or	did	they	just	say	that	it’s	trade	
secret?	

lxxxii. Mubarak:	They	backed	it	up	with	Ohio	laws	in	the	email.	
lxxxiii. Buss:	So	we’ve	been	talking	a	lot	about	intent	in	regards	to	this	

particular	piece	of	legislation,	so	I	guess	USG	can’t	take	sides	on	
political	issues	because	we	are	open	to	all,	and	we	don’t	
identify	with	any	political	ideas.	I	guess	this	would	be,	so	how	
is	this	not	taking	a	side	in	the	Israel-Palestine	conflict?	

lxxxiv. Mubarak:	If	we	want	to	remain	neutral	and	if	USG	wants	to	
support	a	neutral	stance,	we	should	support	the	withdrawal	of	
these	investments.	It’s	not	saying	anything	about	a	country.	It’s	
saying	that	we	don’t	want	to	support	these	corporations.	

lxxxv. Honaker:	So	you	plan	on	taking	this	resolution	and	going	to	
administration	to	get	them	to	divest	from	these	three	specific	
companies,	correct?	Would	you	be	open	to	amendments	after	
some	research	is	done	to	find	other	companies	doing	the	same	
things	in	different	regions	or	changing	the	name	to	apply	to	
what	is	being	done	here,	because	it’s	more	for	these	three	
companies	than	for	all	companies?	

lxxxvi. Mubarak:	Yield	to	Amor.	
lxxxvii. Amor:	This	sticks	to	the	narrow	line	of	not	too	broad	but	not	

too	detailed.	You	can	add	5,	7,	10	different	companies	on	there,	
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but	that	dilutes	the	idea	of	who	and	what	we’re	trying	to	take	
care	of	here.	If	you	go	up	to	the	financial	committees	up	here,	it	
makes	it	tougher	to	reason	with	them.	When	you	set	a	
precedent	with	companies	that	harm	companies,	I	hope	that	
we	can	get	more	students	involved	and	can	pass	more	
resolutions	later	on	and	add	to	this.	This	one	is	a	bit	detailed,	
but	it	needs	to	be.	That	way	we	can	solve	more	problems.		

lxxxviii. Honaker:	Would	you	be	willing	to	go	in	one	of	those?	Maybe	
add	one	direct	with	divestment	form	these	three	companies	
and	coming	to	the	conclusion	of	the	more	general	stuff?	

lxxxix. Mubarak:	Yield	to	Sara.	
xc. Sara:	In	my	head	I’ve	put	together	a	metaphor.	It	aligns	well	

with	this	argument.	It’s	the	comparison	of	the	Black	Lives	
Matter	and	the	All	Lives	Matter	movement.	So	Black	Lives	
Matter	is	more	focused	and	All	Lives	Matter	is	more	broad.	
When	you	want	to	address	specific	issues,	you	can’t	start	from	
the	most	broad	stance.	That	needs	more	attention	because	that	
hasn’t	been	getting	the	same	attention	that	all	human	lives	
matter.	After	that	we	can	take	steps	to	become	broader	and	
broader	and	broader	and	cover	a	wider	range	of	areas.	

xci. Gonzalez:	Human	rights	violations	are	important	in	this	
resolution.	I	was	wondering	if	you	have	any	specific	definition	
you	would	like	to	offer	in	this	resolution	because	it	can	be	a	
very	broad	term.	

xcii. Mubarak:	That’s	a	good	idea.	We	could	probably	add	that.		
xciii. Mubarak:	Yield	to	Sara.	
xciv. Sara:	We’re	all	working	together	as	students,	so	if	anyone	can	

provide	something	that	aligns	with	the	core	values	of	the	
resolution.	Yield	to	Leila.	

xcv. Member	of	the	public,	Leila:	The	United	Nations	tends	to	define	
human	rights	violations.	I	don’t	think	USG	needs	to	define	it.	

xcvi. Waidelich:	She	was	asking	for	a	citation	from	the	UN	or	similar	
sources—what	you	were	talking	about.	

xcvii. Mubarak:	We	define	it	by	the	United	Nations	definition.	Yield	to	
member	of	the	public.	



	

	

Sophie	Chang	
Secretary	of	the	General	Assembly	
3150 Ohio Union  
1739 N. High Street 
614.736.2390 
chang.1310@osu.edu 
 
48th	General	Assembly	
Spring	2016,	Session	23	
March	9,	2016	

	
	

xcviii. Member	of	the	public:	UNHCR	defines	human	rights	as	inherent	
to	all	human	beings,	whatever	our	nationality,	place	of	
residence,	sex,	national	or	ethnic	origin,	colour,	religion,	
language,	or	any	other	status.	We	are	all	equally	entitled	to	our	
human	rights	without	discrimination.	These	rights	are	all	
interrelated,	interdependent	and	visible.	

xcix. Weisman:	This	piece	of	legislation	would	be	looking	after	all	
lives	matter	and	we’re	trying	to	make	sure	the	university	
doesn’t	take	a	side.	Why	hasn’t	violence	being	incurred	against	
Israelis	been	addressed	in	this	resolution?	

c. Mubarak:	Yield	to	Sara.	
ci. Sara:	The	university	follows	a	dynamic	model	of	investment.	

First	of	all,	I	will	begin	by	saying	that	these	companies	are	not	
only	involved	in	Palestine	but	in	other	places	as	well,	but	it’s	
more	concise	and	complete	if	we’re	focusing	on	one	thing.	G4S	
for	example	holds	a	significant	role	in	global	mass	
incarceration,	which	we	see	here	as	well.	Can	you	repeat	the	
last	part	of	your	question?	

cii. Weisman:	Why	is	there	no	mention	of	violence	incurred	against	
Israelis?		

ciii. Mubarak:	Yield	to	Sara.	
civ. Sara:	The	Israelis	are	not	occupied.	If	you	look	at	international	

law,	it’s	the	Palestinians	that	are	being	occupied.	This	is	not	to	
take	away	the	significance	of	an	Israeli	life.	This	is	for	
companies	that	are	specifically	violating	human	life.	Yield	to	
Amor.	

cv. Amor:	Since	we’re	talking	in	detail	about	Palestine-Israel	
situation,	Palestinian	authority	can	be	dissolved	at	any	time	
when	Israel	decides	to	walk	away	from	the	Oslo	Accords.	They	
don’t	have	the	means	to	go	around	with	Caterpillar.	In	terms	of	
incarceration	rates,	there	are	0	Israelis	incarcerated	in	
Palestinian	jails.	There	was	one,	a	prisoner	of	war,	but	other	
than	that,	there’s	none.	We’re	looking	in	terms	of	international	
law	that	there’s	an	occupied	and	an	occupier.	

cvi. Khan:	I	asked	earlier	about	how	much	we’d	invested.	I	did	
some	calculations	on	the	Excel	sheet.	So	I	guess	my	question	
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was	that	looking	forward	to	where	this	is	headed,	looking	at	
reference	number	23,	at	that	link,	referencing	what’s	
happening	in	Sudan,	it	says	a	brief	description	of	screenshots	
of	the	university	formally	divested	from	Sudan.	Can	you	talk	
about	formally	divesting	from	Israel	as	a	whole	and	what	this	
could	mean?	

cvii. Mubarak:	Are	you	asking	whether	this	resolution	aims	to	
divest	from	Israel?	

cviii. Khan:	Reference	23	says	the	university	is	formally	divested	
from	investments	in	Sudan.	

cix. Mubarak:	Absolutely	not.	It’s	not	aimed	to	divest	from	any	
country.	It	was	mainly	companies	like	Shell,	but	I	don’t	think	
it’s	the	country	itself.	

cx. Belfiglio:	Is	USG	really	qualified	to	interpret	international	law?	
I	feel	like	I	don’t	know	enough	to	seriously	interpret	
international	law.	I	just	want	background	on	how	you’re	doing	
that.	

cxi. Amor:	Can	we	or	can	we	not	interpret	the	human	rights,	etc.	we	
need	to	take	those	things	at	face	value.	However,	we	should	
also	look	at	counterpart	to	other	universities	that	have	passed	
things	like	this.	It’s	very	doable.	We	should	be	able	to	do	that	
here	in	USG.	

cxii. Poe:	I	couldn’t	find	any	investments	with	G4S,	there’s	nothing	
active	with	HP,	and	Caterpillar	has	one	that	has	to	be	paid	off.	

cxiii. Mubarak:	Yield	to	Punugu.	
cxiv. Punugu:	Line	420(?)	
cxv. Poe:	Why	are	these	specifically	considering	Caterpillar	when	

there	is	one	active	and	there	are	no	active	investments	with	
HP?	

cxvi. Mubarak:	Yield	to	Sara.	
cxvii. Sara:	The	key	point	is	our	dynamic	investment	portfolio	and	

our	investments	change	from	time	to	time.	This	sets	the	
precedent	that	we	don’t	support	the	university	supporting	
these	companies	with	huge	market	shares.	The	probability	that	
we	won’t	be	invested	in	them	at	some	time	is	slim	to	none.	
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cxviii. Poe:	So	knowing	if	we	still	have	investments	in	these	
companies	because	we	don’t	have	the	updated	2016	sheet,	do	
you	think	it	holds	any	weight	with	them	to	have	one	company	
with	an	active	investment?	They	could	completely	brush	off	
this	issue	right	now	in	University	Senate.	

cxix. Amor:	This	all	has	to	do	with	transparency.	Obviously,	we	trust	
our	university	to	be	transparent	with	us	and	we	trust	that	they	
won’t	brush	this	off	and	invest	in	them	when	we	don’t	want	
them	to.	We	formally	request	it	and	if	they	do	say	yes	to	this	
then	that’s	essentially	the	whole	name	of	the	game	and	make	
sure	we	set	that	and	have	transparency.	This	has	something	to	
do	with	all	government	in	general.	Can	we	ask	the	U.S.	
government	to	not	invest	in	human	rights	abusers?	No,	we	
won’t.		

cxx. Chang:	I	understand	metaphor	that	you	brought	up	earlier	
about	Black	Lives	Matter	and	All	Lives	Matter.	I	get	that	it’s	
easier	to	focus	on	a	specific	issue	than	a	broader	one,	but	the	
general	Let	it	Further	Be	Resolved	clauses	are	very	general	and	
the	name	of	the	resolution	does	not	reflect	the	specific	intent	of	
the	resolution.	Would	the	sponsor	be	willing	to	change	the	title	
of	the	resolution	to	one	that	specifically	reflects	the	names	of	
the	three	companies	from	which	you	are	aiming	to	divest?	

cxxi. Mubarak:	Yes,	we’d	be	open	to	changing	it.	
cxxii. Souders:	My	question	is	similar	to	Chang’s.	In	light	of	its	

preference	for	specification,	would	the	sponsor	be	willing	to	
amend	the	last	Let	it	Further	Be	Resolved	clauses	to	reflect	the	
goal	of	the	resolution?	I	think	the	content	and	everything	up	to	
line	98	is	specific	and	the	rest	is	very	general.	I	think	changing	
the	name	and	the	last	Let	it	Further	Be	Resolved	clauses	or	
striking	it	entirely	would	more	accurately	reflect	the	intent	of	
the	resolution.	

cxxiii. Mubarak:	Yield	to	Sara	
cxxiv. Sara:	Are	you	asking	to	scratch	out	the	last	one	completely?	
cxxv. Waidelich:	She’s	asking	if	you	be	amenable	to	it?	
cxxvi. Sara:	Yes.	
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cxxvii. Weisman:	Poe	had	alluded	to	earlier	what	the	actual	feasibility	
of	this	resolution	would	be	if	passed.	How	would	
administrators	respond	in	stuff	going	on	above	the	student	
government	level?	

cxxviii. Mubarak:	Yield	to	Sara.	
cxxix. Sara:	This	involves	more	of	Undergraduate	Student	

Government,	but	can	see	what	the	feasibility	is	if	it	passes.	This	
resolution	stands	against	investments	in	Caterpillar,	G4S,	and	
HP.	What	do	we	stand	to	lose	if	we	don’t	invest	in	them	
already?	If	we’re	not	invested,	then	it’s	even	better	because	we	
don’t	have	to	change	it.	

cxxx. Weisman:	No	one	has	reached	out	to	the	University	Senate	
business	or	finance	committees	to	see	if	their	senate	which	has	
jurisdiction	would	be	favorable	or	open	to	it.	It	wouldn’t	be	
feasible	if	there	is	no	one	inclined	to	hear	it	out.	

cxxxi. Amor:	This	has	a	lot	to	do	with	procedure.	We	are	supposed	to	
go	through	USG.	That’s	the	procedure	we	must	go	through	and	
they	pass	it	over	to	the	correct	desk.	It	has	to	go	through	this	
way.	It’s	not	an	issue	of	do	we	have	to	speak	to	them,	or	does	it	
have	to	go	through	USG	and	it	moves	on	to	University	Senate	
and	so	on	and	so	forth.	

cxxxii. Harper:	Coming	from	my	background	and	how	I	think	about	
these	types	of	issues,	and	as	I’m	looking	up	and	catching	up	
with	this	entire	movement,	I’m	seeing	a	lot	of	ideas	and	with	a	
lot	of	references	to	creating	a	socially	responsible	investing	
committee	where	there’s	a	process	set	up	in	reviewing	an	
entire	picture,	I	see	the	value	in	doing	this	coming	from	my	
background.	Was	there	any	discussion	on	urging	the	university	
to	start	with	a	socially	responsible	investment	committee	to	
holistically	review	all	of	these	companies	and	move	forward	
from	that	through	the	administrative	side?	Has	that	been	
proven	successful?	I’m	seeing	that	a	lot	of	student	governments	
that	had	resolutions.	Can	you	speak	to	as	to	why	this	wasn’t	
included?	

cxxxiii. Mubarak:	It	got	tabled	and	lost	within	student	government	last	
year.	This	year	we	were	fortunate	enough	to	find	how	it	works,	
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so	we	didn’t	attempt	to	talk	to	administration	about	creating	a	
committee.	Yield	to	Sara.	

cxxxiv. Sara:	We’re	all	students	like	I	keep	saying	and	we’re	only	here	
for	a	short	period	of	time.	This	movement	has	been	going	on	
for	a	long	time	and	it’s	important	for	us	to	be	able	to	see	
progress	within	all	the	work	we’re	doing.	It	would	be	amazing	
and	nice	and	the	fact	is	that	we’re	not	all	18-year	
undergraduate	students.	It’s	a	short	period	to	do	all	that.	If	we	
were	to	file	a	foil	and	get	the	information,	it	would	take	a	long	
time.	It	takes	a	long	time.	Time	isn’t	something	we	necessarily	
have.	

cxxxv. Harper:	Sorry	I’m	trying	to	process	this	into	a	coherent	
question.	As	representatives	of	the	entire	student	population,	I	
just	want	you	to	understand	where	I’m	coming	from.	It’s	hard	
for	me	to	take	a	snapshot	and	apply	it	to	the	entire	population.	
A	lot	of	those	are	very	pointed	and	to	the	point	of	what	they’re	
addressing.	I’m	confused	at	where	our	resolution	is	going.	I’d	
rather	it	say	what	it	means.	On	your	point	of	lasting	impact,	
don’t	you	think	creating	a	committee	that	lasts	longer	than	
ourselves	would	be	good?	Do	you	see	the	value	in	creating	it	to	
change	our	university	systemically?	

cxxxvi. Mubarak:	Yield	to	Amor.	
cxxxvii. Amor:	I	totally	see	your	point	there	it	definitely	makes	sense.	

They’ve	already	created	a	procedure	for	us.	What	you’re	asking	
for	is	a	committee	to	discuss	divestment	and	essentially	create	
a	process	for	that.	I	think	it’s	a	little	redundant	to	a	degree	
because	that’s	exactly	what	we’re	doing	right	now.	There	is	a	
procedure	and	we’re	following	that	procedure	right	now.		

cxxxviii. Frank:	Where	can	we	find	this	procedure?	
cxxxix. Cramer:	We’re	not	only	representing	current	but	also	future	

Buckeyes.	People	running	for	office	right	now	are	also	
representing	the	incoming	freshmen	class.	Can	we	really	say	
that	we’re	okay	with	divesting	from	companies	that	provide	
scholarships	to	university	e.g.	the	Appalachian	scholarship?	

cxl. Mubarak:	Companies	are	still	allowed	to	provide	scholarships.	
When	we	divested	from	Shell,	Shell	still	provided	them.	There’s	
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a	difference	between	boycotting	and	divesting.	It’s	not	going	to	
hurt	students.	It’s	just	stocks	and	bonds,	et	cetera.	Yield	to	
Amor.	

cxli. Amor:	I	think	he	kinda	just	answered	it	beautifully	there.	It’s	
not	the	same	thing	as	divestment.	We	can	still	be	at	friendly	
relations	with	companies.	We’re	just	asking	to	take	our	tuition	
money	out	of	those	companies.	

cxlii. Cramer:	I	would	be	curious	to	see	if	you	could	show	an	
example	here	on	whether	these	corporations	would	be	less	
willing	to	provide	those	opportunities	for	our	students	and	I’d	
be	curious	to	see	yeah	Boeing	isn’t	what	keeps	our	
scholarships	afloat.	

cxliii. Mubarak:	This	is	not	divesting	from	Boeing.		
cxliv. Cramer:	Any	of	the	three	corporations.	
cxlv. Mubarak:	It’s	in	their	interest	to	keep	providing	those	

scholarships.	Yield	to	Amor.	
cxlvi. Amor:	I	want	to	make	sure	that	my	statement	is	not	too	much	

delving	into	discussion	portion	of	it.	It	depends	upon	student	
body	to	decide.	Let’s	say	as	an	example	that	Caterpillar	we	
divest	from	them	and	they	say	screw	OSU	we’re	not	giving	
them	anything	anymore.	At	that	point	you	have	to	decide	are	
human	rights	violations	something	that	should	be	another	
token	that	we	go	out	is	human	rights	something	that	small	but	
again	I	get	we’re	delving	into	a	bigger	portion	of	it	but	Shell	
didn’t	divest	from	scholarships	for	students.	

cxlvii. 10	minute	recess.	
cxlviii. Motion	to	move	into	discussion.	
cxlix. Challapally:	Yield	to	Micha.	
cl. Micha:	I’m	a	second-year	political	science	major.	This	is	not	just	

a	local	initiative.	It’s	occurred	at	dozens	of	other	universities	
called	BDS	against	Israel.	The	rhetoric	you	heard	tonight	is	
direct	arguments	made	identical	to	those	at	other	schools.	It’s	
not	a	movement	for	justice	and	human	rights.	It’s	a	campaign	
for	the	elimination	of	Israel,	Jewish	rights	and	self-
determination	who	cares	deeply	about	peace,	justice,	and	
human	rights.	BDS	uses	info	about	Israel	and	is	harshly	
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criticized	by	public	figures	like	Thomas	Friedman	criticized	
singling	out	Israel	is	anti-semitic.	Not	saying	so	is	dishonest.	
The	former	president	of	Harvard	University	echoed	this	
sentiment	in	content	if	not	in	intent.	It	advocates	for	the	
destruction	of	Israel.	If	you	really	hate	Israelis	join	BDS.	
Palestinian	diplomats	have	come	out	against	this	boycott	
calling	for	the	self-determination	of	Israel.	The	practical	impact	
of	calling	divestment	would	undermine	the	rights	of	my	
community	and	support	their	destructive	and	moral	agenda.	
Don’t	fall	for	it.	I	oppose	divestment	because	I	support	human	
rights,	peace,	and	justice	for	all	people.	

cli. Harper:	So	coming	at	it	from	a	student	and	student	government	
perspective	and	what	we	can	do	in	this	chamber,	I	now	
recognize	how	politically	charged	it	is	on	all	campuses	and	on	
this	campus.	Looking	at	it	from	a	student	government	
perspective	and	what	we	can	do,	I	strongly	feel	that	my	goal	in	
running	for	this	position	and	the	work	I’ve	done	over	the	past	
two	years	is	to	accurately	represent	the	students	of	this	
campus	and	the	identities	they	hold	and	I’ve	tried	through	
countless	resolutions	to	remember	the	first	whereas	clause	in	
all	resolutions	is	that	we	represent	all	students.	I	guess	where	
my	mind	goes	is	the	best	way	to	do	so	is	to	have	a	process	that	
represents	all	students.	There’s	a	policy	that	asks	that	it’s	
brought	to	student	government,	but	I	need	to	look	into	this	
more.	I	don’t	think	it’s	the	correct	body	for	the	beginning	of	
this	conversation.	This	needs	to	start	somewhere	where	we	
can	have	the	full	picture	of	everything	that’s	relevant	and	
germane	to	the	conversation	and	a	process	guided	by	equality	
and	human	justice	and	socially	responsible	investments	by	the	
university.	It	just	doesn’t	sit	right	with	me	to	look	at	a	snapshot	
and	try	to	apply	it	to	the	entire	undergraduate	student	body.	I	
feel	that	what	I	see	in	this	resolution	could	be	two	different	
resolutions.	If	you	want	to	target	them	in	a	timely	fashion	I	see	
it.	What	I	see	is	a	resolution	targeted	at	those	corporations	and	
then	I	see	a	resolution	that	has	a	lot	of	promise	to	impact	this	
university	for	years	to	come	by	making	sure	that	this	process	is	
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representative	of	all	students	of	all	the	students	which	I	think	
would	be	a	socially	responsible	investing	committee	as	seen	
across	other	campuses	that	are	finding	success	in	their	
divestment	movements.	In	its	current	form,	I	don’t	think	I’ll	be	
able	to	support	this	resolution,	as	I	don’t	think	it	clearly	
resembles	its	stated	goals.	I	respect	the	cause,	I	respect	that	
both	sides	are	here,	but	I	think	that	to	achieve	the	goals	
outlined	in	the	last	Let	it	Further	Be	Resolved	clause	there’s	a	
way	to	go	about	this	that	represents	all	students.	

clii. Jackson:	I	want	to	go	back	to	our	investment	policy.	It	doesn’t	
say	that	it	has	to	go	through	student	government.	It’s	a	great	
option	that	it	can	be	when	either	side	can	bring	in	a	resolution	
like	this,	but	I	think	it’s	more	appropriate	to	work	with	
administrators.	I	think	building	a	committee	to	look	at	it	from	
multiple	sides	would	be	more	appropriate,	and	bringing	in	
student	ideas	from	both	sides,	and	faculty	well-versed	in	both	
sides	of	the	conflict.	Whoever	wants	to	go	forward	with	this	
should	go	through	that.	

cliii. Wydman:	I	just	wanted	to	let	you	guys	know	that	I’m	a	Fisher	
College	of	Business	Senator,	so	I	represent	more	than	6,200	
students	on	campus.	The	University	of	Minnesora	didn’t	allow	
resolutions	from	either	side	to	come	to	the	floor.	The	
University	of	Wisconsin	also	views	the	conversation	as	a	
divisive	issue	and	see	it	as	an	oppression	of	one	group	either	
way.	All	three	came	with	investment	transparency	task	force	
with	the	appropriate	committee	devoted	to	looking	at	issues.		

cliv. Belfiglio:	I	would	like	to	reiterate	the	first	whereas	clause,	
which	states	that	the	Undergraduate	Student	Government	
represents	all	undergraduate	students	at	The	Ohio	State	
University.	My	concern	tonight	is	that	no	matter	which	way	
this	chamber	will	or	will	not	vote,	there	will	be	significant	
groups	of	students	that	will	not	be	satisfied	with	this	
resolution.	We’re	saying	that	all	undergraduate	students	are	in	
support	of	this,	and	I’m	not	sure	that’s	true.	I	think	the	
university	is	in	a	place	where	they	could	look	into	that.	I	think	
there	are	avenues	we	could	explore	to	get	the	university	to	
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look	more	carefully	into	how	they’re	investing.	Socially	
responsible	investment	is	a	big	thing.	OSU	could	hire	a	
consulting	firm	to	help	us	with	that.	In	a	future	session,	we	
should	pass	an	outline	we	want	to	see	the	University	follow	in	
its	investment	decisions.	Whether	we	mean	to	or	not,	people	
will	feel	that	it’s	a	political	statement	and	people	will	be	upset	
by	the	decision.		

clv. Poe:	I	don’t	have	a	basis	to	make	a	judgment	on	the	topic	we’re	
discussing.	On	line	83,	you	state	that	you	collected	3,000	
signatures	last	year.	That’s	7%	of	the	undergraduate	student	
body.	We	represent	all	45,000.	Frankly,	that’s	why	we	bring	
things	through	Steering	first.	Had	I	seen	this	on	Monday	when	
stuff	was	sent	out,	I	would	have	a	bunch	more	insight	and	
information.	I	need	a	lot	more	information	and	insight	on	this	
before	I	can	even	make	a	judgment	on	this.	This	has	to	be	
tabled	until	we	can	speak	to	constituents.	

clvi. Souders:	We’ve	seen	through	this	that	we	can	see	a	broader	
issue.	This	would	be	a	political	statement,	but	there’s	much	
more	work	that	can	be	done,	which	we	have	the	ability	to	do.	
There	should	be	a	resolution	that	addresses	the	process	and	
not	necessarily	the	content.	

clvii. Kaczmarek:	We	have	no	knowledge	of	our	university’s	
investments	after	March	31,	2009.	I’d	support	a	resolution	that	
used	a	more	up-to-date	list	or	one	that	talked	about	
withdrawal	from	all	companies	found	or	accused	of	human	
rights	violations.	I	would	like	to	work	on	a	resolution	that	
advocates	for	transparency	in	our	university’s	financial	
investments.	

clviii. Chang:	I	see	two	different	issues	in	this	resolution.	This	specific	
resolution	seems	to	be	targeting	three	specific	companies,	so	I	
think	we	should	change	the	name	of	the	resolution	at	the	very	
least,	because	it’s	not	advocating	for	the	withdrawal	of	
investment	from	all	corporations	complicit	in	human	rights	
violations.	I	commend	all	of	you	guys	for	coming	in	here,	but	I	
don’t	think	I	could	support	this	resolution	because	it	seems	to	
be	supporting	the	withdrawal	of	investment	from	three	
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specific	companies	rather	than	from	all	of	the	companies	that	
OSU	invests	in	that	may	be	complicit	in	human	rights	
violations.	I	think	if	we’re	addressing	the	issue,	we	should	
address	it	comprehensively	and	by	advocating	for	greater	
transparency	in	our	university’s	investment	practices	and	
policies	rather	than	by	targeting	specific	companies	on	which	
we	don’t	have	more	information.	I	am	also	a	South	Campus	
Senator	and	I	represent	a	large	portion	of	the	student	body,	
and	supporting	or	not	supporting	this	would	likely	alienate	a	
large	portion	of	my	constituents	either	way.	I	agree	with	Poe	
that	it	should	be	tabled.	

clix. Glass:	I	think	everyone	in	the	room	can	agree	that	this	is	a	
difficult	conversation	to	have	and	I’m	inspired	by	this.	If	you	
tell	me	that	this	is	not	a	politically	charge	issue	and	that	it’s	not	
politically	divisive,	well	you	can	see	that	there’s	a	divide	right	
now.	I’m	a	senator	that	represents	all	undergraduate	students	
at	this	university.	That’s	it.	And	I	cannot	support	a	resolution	
that	divides	the	university	community	the	way	this	resolution	
does.	That	doesn’t	mean	I’m	not	against	human	rights	
violations.	I	think	we	could	all	say	that	we’re	against	human	
rights	violations.	I	cannot	vote	on	this	in	its	current	form.	I	am	
a	representative	of	the	undergraduate	student	body.	It’s	our	
obligation	and	our	duty	to	represent	the	undergraduate	
student	population.	I’m	glad	there’s	a	student-led	initiative	
here.	I	by	no	means	think	this	is	the	end	of	this	conversation.	
The	form	of	this	is	divisive	among	the	university	community	
and	I	cannot	as	a	representative	of	the	student	body	support	
this	resolution.	

clx. Weisman:	We	heard	a	lot	of	vitriol,	rhetoric,	and	a	lot	of	things	
here	tonight.	What	we	can	and	cannot	do,	what	we	should	and	
should	not	do.	I	speak	to	you	with	concern	about	the	impact	
this	would	have	on	our	students.	This	claims	to	be	
representative	of	students	but	its	one-sided	nature	would	
serve	to	inflame	and	divide	communities	in	the	University.	This	
is	bad	for	OSU	in	three	ways.	It	singles	out	handful	of	
companies	based	on	fact	that	it	works	with	Israeli	companies.	
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The	second	point	is	peace.	Proposing	plan	of	neutrality	this	
resolution	has	failed	to	account	for	experiences	on	other	side	
of	conflict	but	pick	a	side.	The	Vanderbilt	graduate	that	was	
killed	in	Tel	Aviv	exemplifies	that	Palestine	is	not	the	only	
victim.	It	doesn’t	recognize	the	pain	and	loss	on	both	sides.	
Caterpillar	employs	1,100	people	and	just	built	a	facility	to	
provide	growth	and	development	for	Ohio.	The	reality	is	how	
do	we	expect	companies	that	we	expect	to	divest	from	how	do	
we	expect	them	to	continue	providing	jobs	and	internships	
especially	in	a	competitive	work	environment?	I	close	by	
asking	you	to	not	support	this	resolution.	We’re	not	qualified	
to	make	immense	political	statements	like	this.		

clxi. Member	of	the	public:	It’s	incredible	how	many	people	have	
turned	up.	I	don’t	talk	about	this	with	people	a	lot,	only	with	
people	I	know	very	well.	I	want	to	give	my	background	because	
we	mentioned	situation	of	refugees	and	of	people	who	suffered	
in	this	conflict.	My	grandmother	is	a	refugee	from	Iraq	and	she	
fled	to	Israel	because	of	anti-Jewish	violence.	I	definitely	grew	
up	knowing	and	hearing	what	it	was	like	to	live	in	a	refugee	
camp.	Our	refugees	have	not	been	declared	inherited.	My	
grandfather	was	a	native	Jew	of	Jerusalem,	and	my	great-
grandparents	never	learned	to	speak	Arabic.	My	stepfather	
was	a	Jew	from	Egypt	who	fled	from	Egypt	because	they	were	
putting	Jews	in	interning	camps.	He	went	and	sought	out	a	nice	
Palestinian	man	to	do	business	with.	When	my	dad	was	twelve	
years	old,	three	gunmen	from	the	POL	came	in	and	killed	him	
for	being	a	Jew	living	in	an	Arab	area,	for	wanting	to	keep	an	
Arabic	heritage.	I	always	grew	up	from	12	years	old	became	
the	man	of	the	family.	He	wasn’t	able	to	have	the	opportunities	
I	have.	His	youngest	sister	was	two	years	old.	Hearing	stories	
of	the	way	he	grew	up	it’s	incredible	for	me	to	see	the	way	he’s	
standing	today.	I	went	to	meet	with	him	and	a	bunch	of	old	
ladies.	I	stayed	with	her	for	six	months	she	took	us	in.	from	the	
life	that	I	live,	it’s	very	very	difficult	for	me	to	accept	that.	And	
so	what	I’m	trying	to	say	that	my	story	does	not	take	away	
from	the	stories	of	Palestinians	that	have	suffered,	but	do	not	
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let	anyone	fool	you	into	thinking	that	one	side	has	suffered	
from	this	conflict.	Both	sides	need	to	be	issued.	This	is	
something	that	both	sides—doesn’t	matter	what	your	religious	
and	ethnic	background	is—everyone	has	suffered	from	this	
and	been	affected	by	this.	There	are	so	many	immensely	
different	stories.	I	am	not	an	anomaly.	Jews	from	the	Middle	
East	and	North	Africa	make	up	majority	of	population	in	Israel.	
Everyone	has	a	story	about	his	so	when	we	talk	about	All	Lives	
Matter	and	when	I	see	only	one	side	of	the	issues	addressed,	I	
see	some	sides	matter.	If	you	want	to	write	a	resolution	and	
say	that	you	want	to	write	a	resolution	addressing	human	
rights	violations,	address	all	of	it.	I	urge	that	if	you	really	do	
believe	that	all	lives	matter,	then	please	if	you’re	going	to	
support	a	resolution,	support	one	that	addresses	issues	on	
both	sides.	This	isn’t	to	say	I	don’t	care	about	the	Jews	or	the	
Palestinians	but	the	needs	of	both	people	need	to	be	met.	We	
have	to	support	a	resolution	and	relief	that	people	need,	not	
something	that	supports	three	companies	or	just	one	side.	
Because	it’s	a	two-sided	issue,	I	believe	that	unless	both	sides	
are	addressed,	there	won’t	be	any	relief	on	either	side	of	the	
conflict.	

clxii. Hottinger:	This	isn’t	me	taking	a	stand,	but	I	think	at	the	
beginning	we	heard	from	the	pro-divest	side	from	11	people,	
so	I’d	like	to	yield	my	time	now	to	Mario.		

clxiii. Mario:	I	am	the	President	of	the	Macedonian	Student	
Association.	I	am	Christian	and	Macedonian.	Both	of	my	
identities	are	torn	and	viciously	attacked	by	various	sides	of	
the	world.	When	I	heard	about	this	resolution,	I	came	down	
here	to	address	some	of	the	issues	I	have	with	the	resolution.	
One	is	that	we’re	discussing	Israel	and	not	Saudi	Arabia	and	
not	ongoing	apartheid	of	Palestinians	in	Jordan	and	Lebanon.	
There’s	one	reason	it’s	on	Israel	and	not	the	others.	Any	
advocate	of	diversity	and	inclusion	as	we	all	should	be	no	
matter	if	we’re	men	and	women,	gay	and	straight.	Israel	is	the	
only	country	in	the	Middle	East	with	any	sort	of	religious	
diversity.	It’s	okay	to	criticize	Israel.	It’s	not	perfect.	I	know.	
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I’ve	been	there.	But	to	pretend	that	Israel	is	on	a	different	
moral	playing	field	is	a	direct	manifestation	of	age-old	anti-
Semitism.		

clxiv. Elaine	Cleary:	I’m	granddaughter	of	Jewish	refugees.	I’m	your	
constituent	and	I	elected	you	to	make	the	right	decision	even	
when	it’s	not	the	popular	one.	This	is	asking	you	to	divest	from	
companies	that	violate	human	rights.	This	is	not	about	Israel,	
it’s	about	divesting	from	corporations	that	are	complicit	in	
violations.	There	can	be	no	peace	without	justice,	and	I	urge	
you	to	vote	in	favor	of	justice	tonight.	

clxv. Gonzalez:	First	of	all,	I’d	like	to	apologize	to	any	students	who	
feel	uncomfortable	at	this	university	because	of	decisions	the	
university	has	made	and	it’s	very	sad	that	that	has	happened.	
Human	rights	violations	happen	all	over	the	world,	and	this	
room	seems	unrepresentative	of	all	the	issues	going	on.	Baby	
steps	were	mentioned	tonight	and	how	this	is	a	big	problem	to	
be	solved	and	there’s	a	lot	to	discuss	and	there	will	be	many	
steps	to	get	to	any	goal	and	I	think	this	resolution	is	a	big	baby	
step,	but	am	unsure	if	it’s	a	good	thing	or	a	bad	thing.	I’m	
unsure	how	administration	will	handle	this	resolution.	They	
could	brush	it	off	in	a	few	weeks,	because	once	it	expires	we	
cannot	say	it’s	what	the	students	want.	It’s	interesting	that	Big	
Ten	schools	have	a	committee	on	investment	now,	and	it’s	
something	we	should	look	into	in	the	future.	I’d	like	to	echo	
Senator	Chang.	I’m	also	a	South	Campus	Senator	and	I	also	
represent	many	students	on	this	campus.	If	I	vote	yea	or	nay	on	
this	resolution,	my	biggest	concern	is	that	I’d	make	a	large	
amount	of	students	feel	uncomfortable	and	not	valued	at	this	
university.	The	right	thing	is	making	sure	there’s	more	
transparency	in	our	university	and	making	sure	students	have	
a	voice	no	matter	what	their	voice	is	or	advocates	for.	I	now	
yield	my	time	to	Carly	Soebel.	

clxvi. Carly	Soebel:	I	am	a	Morrill	Scholar	with	the	Office	of	Diversity	
and	Inclusion,	and	Israel	is	central	to	my	identity.	Nelson	
Mandela	is	often	cited	by	supporters	of	divestment	on	Jewish	
nationalism	and	securing	borders.	How	is	this	related	to	



	

	

Sophie	Chang	
Secretary	of	the	General	Assembly	
3150 Ohio Union  
1739 N. High Street 
614.736.2390 
chang.1310@osu.edu 
 
48th	General	Assembly	
Spring	2016,	Session	23	
March	9,	2016	

	
	

divestment?	Divestment	is	of	part	of	the	Boycott,	Divest,	and	
Sanctions	movement	called	BDS.	I	encourage	you	to	look	more	
into	it.	

clxvii. Honaker:	I	couldn’t	find	any	personal	connection	with	it	and	
then	there	was	a	teammate	and	someone	I	work	with.	As	USG	
we’re	supposed	to	represent	all	students.	I’m	not	even	sure	if	I	
could	even	vote	at	all	even	if	it	was	tabled.	It’s	an	issue	that	
needs	to	be	discussed.	I	can’t	in	good	faith	look	at	this	
resolution	and	say	that	divesting	from	these	3	companies	
would	do	the	most	good	for	everyone.	I	don’t	really	know	if	I	
have	anything	else	to	say	personally.	It’s	a	hard	issue	and	I	
really	think	everyone	needs	to	take	their	time	and	think	do	we	
want	to	go	about	solving	this	in	a	way	that’s	good	for	all	
students—I	think	we	should	have	a	local	panel,	local	resolution	
to	make	sure	that	all	OSU	investments	are	made	in	good	faith—
or	do	we	want	to	pass	a	resolution	that	creates	a	divide	or	
further	increases	the	divide?	I’m	not	sure.	Yield	to	Tomer	Elias.	

clxviii. Tomer	Elias:	I	am	a	senior	studying	economics	and	I	am	an	
Israeli-American.	This	would	have	a	direct	impact	on	me,	but	I	
want	to	go	back	to	a	few	points.	We	have	the	potential	to	
impact	transparent	policy	and	there’s	a	lot	of	energy	we	can	
use	to	influence	the	university’s	future.	We	can’t	divest	from	
something	we’re	not	currently	involved	in.	There’s	opportunity	
now	to	request	ethical	investments	and	do	something	that	has	
a	better	representation	of	all	students	and	create	an	
environment	more	peaceful	and	representative	of	all	students.	
Right	now	the	discussion	is	focused	on	conflicts	and	it’s	
confusing	to	me	as	to	why	we’re	constantly	going	back	to	the	
conflict	between	Israelis	and	Palestinians.	I	would	like	to	
appeal	to	the	senators	who	haven’t	made	their	decision	yet	to	
reconsider	and	lead	OSU	to	a	better	future	for	everyone.		

clxix. Punugu:	I’d	like	to	start	with	the	fact	that	I	really	regret	OSU	
not	releasing	what	investments	OSU	has.	We	pay	our	tuition	
dollars	to	a	public	university,	so	we	should	know	where	our	
money	is	going.	I’m	offended	by	the	fact	that	we	don’t	have	the	
investment	information,	and	I’m	in	fact	a	little	angry.	We’ve	
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been	working	on	transparency	within	USG,	and	that’s	also	
something	the	university	should	be	working	on.	Additionally	I	
haven’t	been	able	to	speak	to	my	constituents.	There’s	a	large	
number	that	are	first-generation	immigrants	and	that	are	
extremely	passionate	about	this.	I	haven’t	been	able	to	get	their	
opinions	on	this	matter	at	all.	I	would	like	people	to	email	me	
and	tell	me	what	they’re	thinking.	I’m	an	immigrant.	I’m	from	
India.	My	nationality	and	religion	are	just	as	important	to	me	
as	they	are	to	others.	I’m	just	as	Indian	as	I	am	American	so	I	
understand	at	least	part—not	all—part	of	some	of	these	main	
issues	here.	I	go	back	to	my	constituency	because	we’re	so	
diverse	that	we	can’t	make	a	decision	on	this	without	speaking	
to	our	constituents.	I	agree	with	Senators	Chang	and	Harper	
that	it	would	be	great	if	this	was	separated	out	more—human	
rights	and	the	other	side—so	we	can	have	more	pointed	
resolutions	addressing	these	issues.	

clxx. Warnimont:	I’d	like	to	bring	up	my	disappointment	that	this	
wasn’t	passed	through	Steering.	Since	November	of	2015,	HP	
doesn’t	exist	anymore.	When	searching	Caterpillar,	it	comes	up	
as	Caterpillar	Financial	Services,	not	Caterpillar	Inc.,	so	it	has	to	
be	specified	in	the	resolution.	G4S	is	not	just	G4S—it’s	G4S,	
LLC.	Bringing	it	to	the	floor	for	the	sole	inclusion	of	two	
endorsements	is	frustrating.	Submitting	this	to	the	Steering	
committee	would	have	given	everyone	a	heads	up.	I	would	
support	tabling	this	or	sending	it	back	to	a	committee,	but	I	
will	not	vote	yes.	

clxxi. Bock:	Lines	16	and	17	stood	out	to	me	the	most.	Harper	
brought	this	up	earlier	during	questions	but	as	other	people	
have	mentioned	it’s	an	issue	of	transparency.	That’s	a	huge	
thing	that	we	can	take	away	from	this	and	work	on	that	in	the	
future.	It’s	easy	for	us	to	pass	a	resolution	to	make	OSU	more	
transparent.	It’s	so	easy	for	us	to	say	something	like	that,	and	
not	do	anything	else	about	it.	If	we	do	take	steps	on	that,	we	
need	to	be	very	aware.	This	is	a	very	complicated	issue.	I	feel	I	
have	been	very	I	watched	a	ton	of	CNN	two	summers	ago.	It	
made	me	realize	how	the	media	is	very	one-sided	on	this.	It’s	
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so	hard	to	know	how	to	vote	and	process	and	understand	this.	
It’s	hard	for	me	to	know	what	to	do	when	it’s	such	an	
important	decision	and	I’m	not	saying	it’s	any	easier	for	
anyone	else,	but	I	believe	it	was	Senator	Jackson	that	said	this	
earlier	but	it’s	hard	for	us	to	be	the	ones	to	handle	this	
decision.	I’m	just	very	it’s	difficult	for	me	to	know	how	to	feel	
about	when	there’s	so	much	conflicting	information	being	
thrown	at	me.	

clxxii. Luther:	Let	me	first	preface	by	saying	where	I’m	standing	right	
now	and	what	I’m	getting	from	all	of	the	speakers.	So	bad	
things	are	being	done	to	the	Palestinian	people.	I	think	the	
bulldozing	of	a	home	is	pretty	bad	and	I	think	there’s	evidence	
that	that’s	happened.	At	its	core,	that	cannot	take	away	from	
other	people.	I	don’t	think	that	gives	us	cause	to	not	address	
bad	things	being	done	to	Palestinians.	I	think	we	should	take	
moral	action	where	moral	action	is	merited,	and	I	think	moral	
action	is	merited.	I	think	passing	this	resolution	would	send	a	
message,	and	I	think	that	message	would	be	valuable.	I	have	to	
thank	my	opinions	on	lots	of	smart,	talented	people	who	have	
approached	me.	It’s	very	humbling	to	be	saying	that	I	am	
representing	you	when	it	should	be	the	other	way	around.	I’m	
going	to	motion	to	table	because	I	think	we	should	all	go	talk	to	
our	constituents,	listen	to	the	other	side,	do	some	soul-
searching,	and	form	an	opinion.		

clxxiii. Motion	to	table	48-R-43.	
clxxiv. 48-R-43	TABLED	19-15-1	

VII. Announcements	
a. Kaczmarek:	I	encourage	everybody	in	this	chamber	or	anyone	reading	

the	minutes	to	find	our	contact	information	online.	It’s	all	under	the	
General	Assembly	tab.	Please	email	us.	You	have	a	couple	of	senators	
and	we’d	love	to	hear	from	you.	

b. Belfiglio:	I’d	encourage	everyone	to	work	together	moving	forward.	If	
we’ve	learned	anything	from	tonight,	it’s	that	dividing	ourselves	is	
what	causes	so	much	anger	and	so	much	pain.	Thank	you	all	so	much.	

c. Glass:	Thank	you	again	for	being	here	and	thanks	for	being	here	for	
the	discussion.	This	conversation’s	not	over.	I	welcome	you	all	to	this	
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chamber	again	so	we	can	be	part	of	making	a	change	for	all	student	
lives.	You	can	find	our	dot	numbers	on	the	USG	website.	This	is	what	
democracy	and	Undergraduate	Student	Government	is	about.	This	is	
encouraged	by	me	and	I’m	sure	by	my	colleagues	and	all	of	the	
students	at	this	university.	

d. Khan:	USG	will	be	hosting	an	open	forum	for	our	recently	released	
demographics	report	on	March	29th	at	6:30pm	in	the	Great	Hall.	We	
hope	that	you	come	out.	

e. Cramer:	This	is	a	great	way	for	people	to	voice	their	opinions.	If	
anybody	tonight	would	like	to	approach	me,	I’m	more	than	willing	to	
tell	you	exactly	what	I	was	going	to	say.	Anyone	else	in	the	chamber	
who	was	on	that	speaker’s	list	would	also	be	happy	to	speak	to	you	
about	it.	

f. Drenkhan:	I’d	like	to	reiterate	what’s	been	said.	Contact	your	senator,	
and	let	them	know.	Contact	any	senator.	There’s	also	an	
environmental	dinner	with	professors	involved	with	sustainability	
issues	soon.	You	can	find	it	on	Facebook	if	you	search	Maddie	
Drenkhan.	I	have	the	registration	thing	somewhere	in	my	feed,	or	you	
can	contact	me.	Go	sign	up.	Contact	me	for	more	information.	Another	
is	Spring	Into	Service,	it’s	on	April	8th	or	one	of	those	days.	It’s	a	
community	service	project	that	you	get	$75	for	to	come	plant	trees.	

g. Warnimont:	USG	elections	end	in	an	hour,	so	make	sure	to	vote.	
h. Harper:	I	would	like	to	reference	a	resolution	that	just	passed.	You	can	

go	through	the	initiative	process	and	submit	a	resolution	and	bring	it	
to	the	floor.	I’m	also	in	a	sorority,	Tri	Delta,	and	we’re	holding	an	
event	called	March	Madness.	Contact	me	for	more	information.	It’ll	be	
fun.	

i. Buss:	Vote	in	the	primaries	at	1700	Morse	Road,	the	Franklin	County	
Board	of	Elections!	The	actual	voting	date	is	Tuesday	of	spring	break,	
so	you	should	submit	an	absentee	ballot	if	you	won’t	be	here.	

VIII. Adjournment	
	
	


