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In the matter of Van Hulle v. Bolaji (2008), Complainant alleges that Senatorial candidate Paul Bolaji altered chalking sidewalk advertisements in a way that unfairly changed the meaning of Complainant’s chalking messages, “defacing” them and violating Article VII, Section D, subsec. 1b, which reads:
No candidate or campaign member shall post a flyer over, conceal, or otherwise deface any material created by another candidate.  This is a type II bylaw.
Held:  The Judicial Panel finds the Defendant not in violation of Article VII, Sec. D, Subsec. 1b for defacing chalking messages created by the Van Hulle campaign.  

Complainant presented photographic evidence of two chalking advertisements created by his campaign: (i) a picture of a “camel” that advertised his connection to Biological Sciences and (ii) a message urging readers to vote for his campaign.  In picture (i), the word “Bolaji” appears in close proximity to the “camel,” and in picture (ii), an arrow linking the word “vote” to a description of his campaign appears altered and redirected to point to a reference to the Bolaji campaign.  
Defendant denied any role in altering the advertisements in question.  

After evidence was presented, Senatorial candidate Renae Reeder admitted to adding the word “Bolaji” to picture (i) and altering the arrow in picture (ii).  She insisted that Defendant had no role in altering the advertisements in question.  At that point, Complainant offered to withdraw this case against Defendant, acknowledging that Defendant did not “deface” his advertisements.
The Panel defers to the will of Complainant and grants the motion to withdraw this claim.  It now considers the matter resolved.  
It is so ordered.
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