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A Resolution to Reaffirm Support for International Undergraduate Students
and to Create the International Student Emissary Seat

[bookmark: _1fob9te]Speaker Braxton R. Glover (for himself, Parliamentarian Miriam Tesfay, Secretary Alana Andrew, Sen. Emma Brundage, Sen. Maria Kogan, Sen. Anne Sankale, Sen. Lindsay Tayfel) introduced the following resolution to the Oversight Committee where it passed. Then, to the floor where it was adopted/defeated.

*	*	*

Whereas the Undergraduate Student Government represents all undergraduates at The Ohio State University; and

Whereas Article I, Section B, Subsection (4)(a) of the Organizational Bylaws of the Undergraduate Student Government states that emissaries serve the purpose of better representing groups that the General Assembly feels are underrepresented; and

Whereas Article I, Section B, Subsection (4)(a)(i) of the Organizational Bylaws of the Undergraduate Student Government states that “The General Assembly may create emissary seats with a three-fourths (¾) vote of the General Assembly members present”; and

Whereas, according to the Office of International Affairs 2024-2025 Annual Report, The Ohio State University is home to 3,580 undergraduate international students with entire Ohio State international student community coming together from across 120 countries[footnoteRef:2]; and [2:  https://oia.osu.edu/sites/default/files/documents/2025_oia_Annual_Report_Digital-ACC.pdf] 


Whereas in Summer 2026, the United States Department of Homeland Security limited the stay for the pursuit of an academic program to four (4) years or less for future international students, including those at The Ohio State University[footnoteRef:3]; and [3:  https://www.thelantern.com/2026/08/new-dhs-rule-limits-future-international-students-to-four-years-in-the-u-s/] 


Whereas students whose academic program exceeds four (4) years must file an Extension of Stay (Form I-539) on top of paying a filing fee, of which can be between $420 to $470[footnoteRef:4], to the United States Citizen and Immigration Services; and [4:  https://www.uscis.gov/g-1055?topic_id=97292] 


Whereas in Spring 2025, some international students at The Ohio State University had their F-1 visa status, which allows international students to attend an accredited university or college in the United States as a full-time student, unexpectedly revoked as a part of a wider termination across the United States[footnoteRef:5]; and [5:  https://www.thelantern.com/2025/04/ohio-state-faculty-members-discuss-f-1-visas-legal-status-and-how-universities-can-navigate-supporting-international-students/] 


Whereas on June 4, 2025, Presidential Proclamation 10949 went into effect, fully travel banning twelve (12) countries, including but not limited to the State of Eritrea, the Republic of Haiti, and the Federal Republic of Somalia[footnoteRef:6], restricting future potential international students who are nationals of these countries from pursuing a collegiate education within the United States[footnoteRef:7]; and [6:  https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/06/10/2025-10669/restricting-the-entry-of-foreign-nationals-to-protect-the-united-states-from-foreign-terrorists-and]  [7: https://www.thelantern.com/2025/06/the-pause-of-student-visa-applications-travel-bans-make-the-future-of-international-students-at-ohio-state-uncertain/] 


Whereas in late Summer 2026, the United States Department of Homeland security ended Temporary Protected Status (TPS) – which allowed peoples from countries determined to be unsafe or in conflict to live, work, and attend college in the United States – for holders from various countries, including but not limited to the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, the Republic of Haiti, the Federal Republic of Somalia, and the Republic of Yemen[footnoteRef:8], thus threatening international students’ permission to pursue an academic degree at United States universities or colleges, including The Ohio State University[footnoteRef:9]; and [8:  https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/temporary-protected-status]  [9:  https://www.thelantern.com/2025/06/the-pause-of-student-visa-applications-travel-bans-make-the-future-of-international-students-at-ohio-state-uncertain/] 


Whereas these recent federal restrictions and escalations, among others, against international students, scholars, and other peoples with immigration status have cast the future of international students at The Ohio State University into uncertainty and fear, including uncertainty and fear of how international students may be protected and supported, as well as the legal limitations to the such.

Therefore, Let it Be Resolved that the 59th General Assembly of the Undergraduate Student Government shall create an International Student Emissary Seat that may be filled by any enrolled undergraduate student attending The Ohio State University designated as an international student; and

Let it Further Be Resolved that the responsibilities of the International Student Emissary shall include, but not be limited to the representation of the undergraduate international student community in the General Assembly, maintenance of communication with the undergraduate international student community (such as through connection with international student organizations and the Office of International Affairs), and advising and shaping the Undergraduate Student Government’s policies concerning international student affairs through General Assembly discussion and legislation; and

Let it Further Be Resolved per Article I, Section B, Subsection (4)(a)(i)(a) of the Organizational Bylaws of the Undergraduate Student Government, the election of the International Student Emissary Seat “shall partake the same means as those prescribed for vacant seats,” and thus, applications for this seat shall be accepted, reviewed, and approved or rejected from the passing of this legislation until October 7, 2026 – unless the General Assembly should decide with a two-thirds (2/3) vote to extend this deadline – through the same method and procedure as the Autumn 2026 Vacancy Process; and

Let it Further Be Resolved per Article I, Section B, Subsection (4)(a)(ii) of the Organizational Bylaws of the Undergraduate Student Government, the International Student Emissary Seat shall be vacated and expire with the end of the 59th General Assembly 2026 – 2027 term; and

Let it Further Be Resolved per Article I, Section B, Subsection (4)(b) of the Organizational Bylaws of the Undergraduate Student Government, the International Student Emissary Seat “shall retain full rights to speech, debate, and enfranchisement within the General Assembly”; and

Let it Further Be Resolved per Article I, Section B, Subsection (4)(c) of the Organizational Bylaws of the Undergraduate Student Government, the International Student Emissary Seat “shall be held to the same attendance standards as General Assembly members”; and

Let it Further Be Resolved that the International Student Emissary Seat shall be added to the list of vacancies that may be applied for on the official 59th General Assembly Autumn 2026 Vacancy Application form; and

Let it Further Be Resolved that applicants for the International Student Emissary Seat shall be required to fill out the 59th General Assembly Autumn 2026 Vacancy Application form with the International Student Emissary Seat selected as the vacant seat being applied for to be considered for the position; and

Let it Further Be Resolved should the International Student Emissary Seat be filled before the deadline as prescribed in Line 53 of this Resolution or as decided by the General Assembly, the application for the seat shall then be closed; and

Let it Further Be Resolved that should the International Student Emissary Seat not be filled by the deadline as prescribed in Line 53 of this Resolution or as decided by the General Assembly, the International Student Emissary Seat shall cease to exist unless in the case that the General Assembly should pass a separate resolution to recreate and initiate the application process for the International Student Emissary Seat; and

Let it Further Be Resolved that should the International Student Emissary Seat be vacated through resignation or removal, the General Assembly may, through a simple majority vote, decide to begin the vacancy process for filling this seat.
(A) However, should the General Assembly not decide to begin the vacancy process for filling the International Student Emissary Seat, the seat shall then expire; and

Let it Further Be Resolved that the Undergraduate Student Government at The Ohio State University supports Ohio State’s international students and scholars, and reaffirms its commitment to serving, connecting with, and advocating for the international undergraduate student body at The Ohio State University; and

Let it Finally Be Resolved that the Undergraduate Student Government at The Ohio State University will make a commitment to explore collaborative outreach projects with The Ohio State University Office of International Affairs to better reach and connect with the international undergraduate student community at The Ohio State University.





Floor Vote:    Aye: ____  Nay: ____  Abstain: ____  Present: ____



_________________________________                  ________________________________
Christopher Cade				      Braxton R. Glover
President					      Speaker of the 59th General Assembly



Date Enacted: _____________________ 	      Date Terminated: ___________________
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