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A Resolution to Approve the Judicial Panel’s Standing Rules for the 2026-2027 
Academic Year 
[bookmark: _1fob9te]
Chief Justice Sean O’Brien (for himself) introduced the following resolution to the Oversight Committee where it passed. Then, to the floor where it was adopted/defeated.

*	*	*



Whereas the Undergraduate Student Government represents all undergraduates at The Ohio State University; and

Whereas Article IV, Section B, Subsection d of the Undergraduate Student Government Constitution states, "The Chief Justice shall submit the Judicial Panel Standing Rules to the General Assembly in the form of legislation no later than the second General Assembly meeting of the Fall Semester"; and

Whereas Section VII, Subsection i(a) of the 2026-2027 Standing Rules of the Judicial Branch states, "Beyond a Reasonable Doubt Standard – The Judicial Panel will evaluate claims based on whether it believes, beyond a reasonable doubt, that a violation occurred. This is the standard of proof that will be used for all claims and appeals"; and

Whereas beyond a reasonable doubt is the highest standard of proof recognized; and 

Whereas the Judicial Panel has determined that the beyond a reasonable doubt standard is not well suited to adjudicate election disputes; and

Whereas the clear and convincing evidence standard, which requires the Panel to reach a firm belief or conviction, without hesitancy, that a violation occurred, is the standard applied by peer institutions' student conduct bodies and preserves meaningful protection for the accused while properly calibrating the burden to the stakes involved; and

Whereas Section X, Subsection iii(a) of the 2026-2027 Standing Rules of the Judicial Branch states, "The Plaintiff's presentation of evidence shall be limited to twenty (20) minutes. If additional time is needed, the Plaintiff may request an extension from the Chief Justice, who may allot additional time at their discretion"; and

Whereas Section X, Subsection v(a) of the 2026-2027 Standing Rules of the Judicial Branch states, "The Defendant's presentation of evidence shall be limited to twenty (20) minutes. If additional time is needed, the Defendant may request an extension from the Chief Justice, who may allot additional time at their discretion"; and
Whereas reducing each party's presentation of evidence to fifteen (15) minutes preserves adequate time for both parties to make their cases, as all evidence is shared with both parties before the hearing; and

Therefore, Let it Be Resolved that the General Assembly pass this resolution approving the Judicial Panel’s Standing Rules for the 2026-2027 Academic Year with the changes outlined above. 


Floor Vote:    Aye: ____  Nay: ____  Abstain: ____  Present: ____



_________________________________                  ________________________________
Christopher Cade				      Braxton R. Glover
President					      Speaker of the 59th General Assembly



Date Enacted: _____________________ 	      Date Terminated: ___________________
Page 2

Page 1

image1.jpeg
OHIO STATE

3JSG

UNDERGRADUATE
STUDENT GOVERNMENT




