58-R-62

A Resolution to Honor the Life, Legacy, and Memory of Former State Representative L. Helen Rankin 

[bookmark: _3znysh7]Speaker Terrell McCann (for himself, Parliamentarian Rayvon Braziel) introduced the following the floor where it passed/failed.
*	*	*
Whereas, the 58th General Assembly of the Undergraduate Student Government at The Ohio State University pauses to pay tribute to the extraordinary life and enduring legacy of L. Helen Rankin, who passed away on March 22, 2026, leaving behind a monumental impact on the State of Ohio and the Cincinnati community; and
Whereas, Representative Rankin made history in 1978 as the first African American woman to serve in the Ohio House of Representatives, breaking barriers and redefining the possibilities for leadership and representation in our state’s capitol; and
Whereas, during her sixteen-year tenure representing the citizens of Cincinnati, she was a champion for the vulnerable, successfully sponsoring landmark legislation in 1992 to mandate insurance coverage for mammography screenings, a move that has saved countless lives across the state; and
Whereas, her legislative career was marked by a steadfast commitment to the "Cradle to Grave" philosophy of social services, ensuring that education, healthcare, and economic opportunity were treated as fundamental rights for all Ohioans regardless of their zip code; and
Whereas, the impact of her service is felt deeply here at The Ohio State University, as her life serves as the ultimate blueprint for student leaders aspiring to bridge the gap between community advocacy and legislative action; and
Whereas, the spirit of her work and her dedication to the public good continues to be represented within our own student body through her grandson, Greg, who carries forward the Rankin family’s tradition of excellence and commitment to the Buckeye community; and
Whereas, it is the duty of this General Assembly to recognize those trailblazers whose shoulders we stand upon as we work toward a more equitable and just future for all students and citizens.
Therefore, Let it Be Resolved that the Undergraduate Student Government, on behalf of the student body of The Ohio State University, officially recognizes and honors the life, legacy, and memory of Former State Representative L. Helen Rankin; and
Let it Further Be Resolved, that we extend our deepest condolences and heartfelt support to her grandson, Greg, and the entire Rankin family during this time of transition; and
Let it Further Be Resolved, that the 58th General Assembly commits to upholding the values of inclusivity and advocacy that Representative Rankin championed throughout her distinguished career; and
Let it Further Be Resolved, that a formal, signed copy of this resolution be presented to Greg and the Rankin family as a permanent testament to the respect and admiration the students of The Ohio State University hold for her life’s work; and 
Let it Finally Be Resolved, that a copy of this resolution be kept in the permanent records of the 58th General Assembly as a testament to her impact and as an inspiration to student leaders committed to public service.


Floor Vote:    Aye: ____ Nay: ____ Abstain: ____ Present: ____



_________________________________                  ________________________________
Jessica Asante-Tutu				      Terrell McCann
President					      Speaker of the 58th General Assembly



Date Adopted: _____________________ 	      Date Terminated: ___________________


