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A Resolution to Enhance Culturally Responsive Food Options and Access at the Buckeye Food Alliance
[bookmark: _30j0zll]
[bookmark: _3znysh7]Senator Kierra Willis (for herself and Co-Sponsor Senator Ariana Foster) introduced the following resolution to the Black Caucus Committee where it passed. Then, to the Steering Committee where it passed/failed, and to the floor where it passed/failed.
*	*	*

Whereas, the Undergraduate Student Government represents all undergraduate students at The Ohio State University and is committed to promoting equity, inclusion, and the holistic well-being of every student; and

Whereas, food insecurity is a critical public health issue on college campuses nationwide, with research indicating that approximately 23% of all college students experience food insecurity, a rate that is significantly higher among historically marginalized populations1; and

[bookmark: _Int_hxB93AWy]Whereas, national data from the 2020 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS) reveals that 35% of Black students, 33% of Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander students, and 30% of American Indian/Alaska Native students experience food insecurity, compared to lower rates among their peers1; and

Whereas, a 2025 study from Georgia Southern University found that food insecurity was significantly higher among minority-identifying students (67.7% vs. 53.5% among non-minority students), and that 33.8% of students were unaware of the on-campus food pantry, highlighting critical gaps in both access and awareness3; and

Whereas, a 2024 survey of over 2,500 Ohio State students could reveal local rates of food insecurity, providing critical data to inform targeted interventions for our campus community; and

Whereas, institutions of higher education across the country are recognizing the importance of culturally responsive food options, with universities such as Hollins University using state funding to expand and enhance their campus food pantry, increasing access to nutritious and culturally responsive food options to better serve their diverse student populations4,5; and

Whereas, The Ohio State University is home to the Buckeye Food Alliance (BFA), a student-led, non-profit organization dedicated to addressing food insecurity for students, faculty, and staff, which served over 2,200 unique visitors in the 2023-2024 academic year, distributing more than 87,000 pounds of food6; and

Whereas, while BFA provides essential staples, a review of its current inventory and operations reveals an opportunity to better reflect the diverse cultural, dietary, and religious needs of Ohio State's increasingly diverse student body, which includes over 6,500 international students from more than 100 countries7; and

[bookmark: _Int_bGskeHAk]Whereas, students facing language barriers or who are first-generation may face additional challenges in navigating campus resources, underscoring the need for targeted outreach and multilingual educational materials about available services2,8; and

Whereas, addressing food insecurity through a culturally responsive lens directly supports student retention, academic success, and aligns with the University's stated commitment to fostering a welcoming and supportive community for all Buckeyes; and

Therefore, Let it Be Resolved, that the Undergraduate Student Government calls upon the Buckeye Food Alliance, in collaboration with the Office of Student Life, the Multicultural Center, and the Office of International Affairs, to conduct a formal assessment of its current inventory within the next academic year to identify specific opportunities to expand culturally responsive food and essential item options; and

Let it Finally Be Resolved, that USG encourages the Buckeye Food Alliance to establish formal, ongoing partnerships with cultural student organizations, such as the Black Student Association, Asian American Studies Student Association, Latinx Student Association, and others, to host at least two targeted food drives per academic year that collect shelf-stable items and ingredients commonly used in diverse foods.

Floor Vote:    Aye: ____ Nay: ____ Abstain: ____ Present: ____
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Date Adopted: _____________________ 	      Date Terminated: ___________________
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