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A Resolution to Establish “Jesse Owens Day” At The Ohio State University
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[bookmark: _1fob9te]Juan Colon for himself introduced the following resolution to the Black Caucus Committee where it passed. Then, to the Steering Committee where it passed, and to the floor where it passed/failed.
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*	*	*

Whereas Jesse Owens is one of The Ohio State University’s most distinguished alumni, having attended the university and achieved national recognition as a student-athlete; and

Whereas Jesse Owens was born on September 12th, 1913 in Oakville, Alabama

Whereas Jesse Owens was a member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., Kappa Chapter

Whereas Owens and his Black teammates were denied the basic dignities afforded to their white counterparts, including but not limited to access to restaurants, restroom facilities, and on-campus accommodations during team travel; and

Whereas, Jesse Owens was not given an athletic scholarship by The Ohio State University and was undeniably forced to work multiple jobs simultaneously to pay for his own tuition, room and board, had to work against the systemic racism barred against him and other Black students from accessing and navigating on-campus housing and equal treatment, all while supporting his family that concurrently struggled in poverty since his birth in the South; and

Whereas Jesse Owens demonstrated extraordinary athletic excellence, winning four gold medals at the 1936 Berlin Olympic Games, an achievement that brought global recognition to himself, the United States, and The Ohio State University; and

Whereas Jesse Owens broke multiple world records while competing for Ohio State, cementing his legacy as one of the greatest athletes in collegiate track and field history; and

Whereas Jesse Owens’ accomplishments extended beyond athletics, as he became a symbol of perseverance, equality, and excellence in the face of racial adversity; and

Whereas The Ohio State University continues to uphold values of diversity, inclusion, and excellence that align with the legacy of Jesse Owens; and

Whereas Recognizing Jesse Owens provides an opportunity to educate students about the university’s history and inspire future generations to pursue excellence in all fields.

Therefore, Let it Be Resolved that the Undergraduate Student Government hereby recommends the establishment of an annual “Jesse Owens Day” at The Ohio State University; and

Let it Further Be Resolved that “Jesse Owens Day” shall be observed annually on September 12th, in recognition of the birthday of Jesse Owens; and

Let it Further Be Resolved that this day shall serve to honor the legacy, achievements, and impact of Jesse Owens on the university, the nation, and the world; and

Let it Finally Be Resolved that the Undergraduate Student Government affirms its commitment to honoring individuals whose legacies embody the values and spirit of The Ohio State University, and recognizes Jesse Owens as a figure worthy of permanent institutional celebration.


Floor Vote:    Aye: ____ Nay: ____ Abstain: ____ Present: ____
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