58-R-51
A Resolution to Support Student-Led Access to Reflection and Wellness Materials in Ohio State University Libraries Wellness Rooms 
Ahlam Yasin (for herself and co-sponsors Senators Mimi Tesfay and Maria Kogan) introduced the following resolution to the Justice and Equity Committee where it passed. Then, to the Steering Committee where it passed, and to the floor where it passed/failed. 
 
	* 	* 	* 
 
Whereas the Undergraduate Student Government represents all undergraduate students at The Ohio State University, and 
Whereas Ohio State University libraries provide Wellness Rooms intended to assist students, faculty, and staff by offering space for quiet contemplation, reflection, meditation, prayer, and other personal wellness activities, and 
Whereas these Wellness Rooms are designed as neutral spaces open to individuals of all faith and non-faith backgrounds, and 
Whereas many students utilize these rooms for activities that involve sitting, kneeling, or prostrating, including but not limited to meditation, stretching, yoga, and prayer, and 
Whereas the current Wellness Room policies prohibit the permanent placement of items within these spaces, resulting in the removal of floor mats and similar materials, and 
Whereas between 2018 – 2025, enforcement of wellness room restrictions has been inconsistent, where students have at times had access to said materials to support their meditation, prayer, and wellness practice, and 
Whereas the absence of such materials may create barriers for students seeking to fully utilize the Wellness Rooms for their intended reflective and wellness purposes, and 
Whereas student organizations, including religious and non-religious groups, have expressed willingness to provide personal or donated wellness materials using non-university funds for shared use, and 
Whereas Ohio Senate Bill 1 limits the provision of institution-funded materials intended to benefit protected classes, but does not prohibit student-led or student-provided materials made available on a voluntary and neutral basis, and 
Whereas allowing student-provided materials promotes equal access to Wellness Rooms while maintaining institutional neutrality and compliance with state law, 
Therefore Let it Be Resolved that the Undergraduate Student Government at The Ohio State 
University supports permitting students and registered student organizations to provide personal or donated wellness materials, including but not limited to mats or cushions, for voluntary use in University Libraries Wellness Rooms, provided such materials are not funded, owned, or administered by the university, and 
 Let it Further Be Resolved that Ohio State University libraries collaborate with interested student organizations to develop a shared system of placement, storage, and upkeep of student provided wellness materials to ensure cleanliness and accessibility 
Let it Further Be Resolved that these student-provided materials remain accessible to all members of the campus community regardless of faith, belief, or identity, and 
Let it Further Be Resolved that Ohio State University Libraries be encouraged to collaborate with interested student organizations to establish clear, neutral guidelines for the presence and use of student-provided materials in Wellness Rooms in a manner consistent with Ohio Senate Bill 1 and existing library policies, and 
Let it Further Be Resolved that the purpose of this resolution is to support inclusive access, student well-being, and the continued use of Wellness Rooms as spaces for quiet reflection and personal wellness for all. 
 
Floor Vote:    Aye: ____ Nay: ____ Abstain: ____ Present: ____ 
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