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A Resolution Calling on the University to Expand Food Waste Tracking to All Campus Dining Locations

Rishabh Bhargava (for himself) introduced the following resolution to the Sustainability Committee where it passed. Then, to the Steering Committee where it passed/failed, and to the floor where it passed/failed.

*	*	*

Whereas the Undergraduate Student Government represents all undergraduate students at The Ohio State University; and

Whereas The Ohio State University Dining Services operates numerous dining locations across campus, serving tens of thousands of students, faculty, and staff daily, generating substantial quantities of food waste; and

Whereas food waste is a leading contributor to greenhouse gas emissions globally, with the United States Environmental Protection Agency identifying food as the single largest category of material sent to landfills, accounting for approximately 24% of landfilled municipal solid waste 1; and

Whereas The Ohio State University has committed to achieving Zero Waste—defined as diverting 90% of waste from landfills—as part of its sustainability goals 2; and

Whereas in June 2024, Ohio State began beta testing the StreamLine food waste tracking system at only two dining locations—Traditions at Scott and Union Market—with data revealing that Traditions at Scott alone discarded over 32,750 pounds of food between July 2024 and February 2025, approximately 4,700 pounds per month 3; and

Whereas the University’s own assessment found that food waste data across dining operations was “not very consistent” and “all over the board” prior to the StreamLine pilot, limiting the University’s ability to make data-driven decisions to reduce waste 3; and

Whereas expanding a consistent food waste tracking system to all Traditions dining locations and the Ohio Union would provide comprehensive, comparable data necessary to identify the highest-impact opportunities for waste reduction across campus; and

Whereas peer institutions including Northeastern University have demonstrated that targeted, data-driven dining interventions can reduce food waste by 25–30%, and the University of Vermont diverts an average of 15 tons of food waste per week through comprehensive composting and tracking programs 4; and

Whereas Ohio State’s Food Waste Collaborative—a collection of researchers, practitioners, and students—actively promotes food waste reduction as an integral part of a healthy and sustainable food system, representing an existing institutional resource to support expanded tracking efforts 5; and

Whereas standardized, campus-wide food waste data would enable more effective partnerships with the student-run Food Recovery Network chapter and the Mid-Ohio Food Collective, allowing the University to redirect surplus food to those in need rather than to landfills; and

Whereas other universities such as Purdue University, Georgia Tech, and Central Michigan University have demonstrated the effectiveness of institutional food waste tracking in reducing waste, cutting costs, and advancing sustainability goals.

Therefore, Let it Be Resolved that the Undergraduate Student Government urges The Ohio State University Dining Services to expand the StreamLine food waste tracking system—or an equivalent standardized platform—from its current two pilot locations to all Traditions dining halls and the Ohio Union by the end of the 2025–2026 academic year; and

Let it Further Be Resolved that the Undergraduate Student Government urges Dining Services to publish a public-facing annual report summarizing campus-wide food waste data by dining location, including top wasted items and year-over-year diversion progress, beginning with the 2025–2026 academic year; and

Let it Further Be Resolved that the Undergraduate Student Government calls on Dining Services to use the data collected through expanded tracking to establish measurable food waste reduction targets and to report progress toward those targets to the University’s Sustainability Institute on an annual basis.


Floor Vote:    Aye: ____ Nay: ____ Abstain: ____ Present: ____



_________________________________                  ________________________________
Jessica Asante-Tutu				      Terrell McCann
President					      Speaker of the 58th General Assembly



Date Adopted: _____________________ 	      Date Terminated: ___________________
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