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A Resolution in Support of Ohio SB 348 and for the Distribution of Drink-Spiking Drug Test Strips to Students

[bookmark: _1fob9te]Christopher Cade (for themselves and Braxton R. Glover, Lindsay Tayfel) introduced the following resolution to the Governmental Relations Committee where it passed. Then, to the Steering Committee where it passed/failed, and to the floor where it passed/failed.
[bookmark: _3znysh7]
*	*	*

Whereas the Undergraduate Student Government represents all undergraduate students at The Ohio State University; and

[bookmark: _Int_fCqRXTzP]Whereas The Ohio State University is located in a dense urban campus environment with a significant student presence with surrounding nightlife, including the University District and High Street corridor; and

Whereas Ohio Senate members [footnoteRef:2]Bill DeMora and Louis W. Blessing III introduced Ohio SB 348 to increase access to “drink drug testing devices” in licensed bar and restaurant settings; and [2:  search-prod.lis.state.oh.us/api/v2/general_assembly_136/legislation/sb348/00_IN/pdf/] 


Whereas SB 348 would require specified liquor permit holders to (i) post a prominent notice that drink drug testing devices are available, (ii) provide an eligible device free or at a reasonable price based on wholesale cost, (iii) ensure devices are not expired, and (iv) receive liability protection for defective or inaccurate results; and

Whereas drink spiking, commonly referred to as drug-facilitated assault, is a documented public safety concern across college campuses and nightlife districts nationwide; and

Whereas about 1 in 13 college-age people believe they have been drugged while out at a bar or at a party, according to a 2016 study from the University of South Carolina[footnoteRef:3]; and [3:  Just a Dare or Unaware?] 


Whereas sexual violence remains significantly underreported, with the U.S. Department of Justice estimating that a majority of sexual assaults are never reported to law enforcement, particularly those involving incapacitation through drugs or alcohol; and

[bookmark: _Int_RqRL1fD8]Whereas nearly half (49.6 %) of full-time college students reported drinking alcohol in the past month according to the [footnoteRef:4]2023 National Survey on Drug Use and Health and a subset report heavy drinking behaviors (e.g., consuming five or more drinks on one occasion for males or four or more for females); and [4:  Prevalence | College Drinking Prevention] 


Whereas [footnoteRef:5][footnoteRef:6][footnoteRef:7] studies demonstrate that drinking environments, including bars and nightlife districts frequented by college students, are associated with high levels of acute alcohol-related harms, including intoxication, sexual assaults, and interpersonal violence, and that environmental harm-reduction strategies, such as targeted prevention programs and community interventions, can significantly reduce these harms; and [5:  Alcohol risk management in college settings: the safer California universities randomized trial - PubMed]  [6:  Reducing harm in drinking environments: A systematic review of effective approaches - ScienceDirect]  [7:  Colleges and communities can reduce alcohol-related harm to students | National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA)] 


Therefore, Let it Be Resolved that that the Undergraduate Student Government formally supports Ohio Senate Bill 348 and urges its passage by the Ohio General Assembly; and

Let it Finally Be Resolved that the Undergraduate Student Government calls upon The Ohio State University to purchase and distribute drink-spiking drug test strips directly to students to support the [footnoteRef:8]Party Smart Program and student safety. [8:  Party Smart : Student Wellness Center] 




Floor Vote:    Aye: ____ Nay: ____ Abstain: ____ Present: ____



_________________________________                  ________________________________
Jessica Asante-Tutu				      Terrel McCann
President					      Speaker of the 58th General Assembly



Date Adopted: _____________________ 	      Date Terminated: ___________________




