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A Resolution to Oppose HB 698

[bookmark: _1fob9te]Christopher Cade (for themselves and Parliamentarian Braziel, Braxton R. Glover, Lindsay Tayfel) introduced the following resolution to the Governmental Relations Committee where it passed. Then, to the Steering Committee where it passed/failed, and to the floor where it passed/failed.
[bookmark: _3znysh7]
*	*	*

Whereas the Undergraduate Student Government represents all undergraduate students at The Ohio State University; and

Whereas [footnoteRef:2]Ohio House Bill 698, the S.B. 1 Compliance Supplemental Appropriation Act, was introduced by State Representative Tom Young on February 12, 2026 to amend sections of the Ohio Revised Code and require annual institutional certification of higher education compliance with Senate Bill 1; and the bill text details specific reporting requirements and potential withholding of a portion of State Share of Instruction (SSI) funding if institutions fail to certify compliance; and [2:  https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hb698?ceid=3380139&emci=08df3604-b206-f111-832e-000d3a18942f&emdi=b48bee00-b90c-f111-a69a-000d3a57593f] 


Whereas House Bill 698 would tie institutional access to [footnoteRef:3]SSI funds, a large source of operational funding for Ohio’s public colleges and universities, to certification of compliance with the Advance Ohio Higher Education Act (Senate Bill 1), creating financial penalties for non-certification; and [3:  Ohio Republicans Tie Higher-Ed Funding to SB 1 Compliance with New Bill] 


Whereas critics of House Bill 698 have described the bill as an attempt to “double down” on last year’s higher education reforms by using funding as a lever to enforce Senate Bill 1 provisions, including expanding reporting burdens on institutions and requiring detailed reports on positions formerly engaged in diversity, equity, and inclusion activities; and

Whereas organized faculty groups such as the [footnoteRef:4]Ohio Conference of the American Association of University Professors publicly oppose House Bill 698 as further legislative “attacks” on higher education that could undermine academic freedom, politicize university governance, and impose unfunded mandates on already busy institutions; and [4:  Join Us In The Fight Against HB 698] 


Whereas House Bill 698 would require institutions to catalogue employees who were previously part of diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) offices and were reassigned to other roles, including names, duties, and side-by-side comparisons, creating reputational risk to employees and a punitive reporting burden that diverts administrative and academic resources away from instruction, advising, research, and student support; and

Whereas this approach sends a message that enforcing ideological conformity and penalizing institutional personnel decisions are more important legislative priorities than student affordability, access, and quality educational opportunities, forcing campuses to deploy funds and personnel time toward compliance reporting instead of the core institutional missions; and

Therefore, Let it Be Resolved Therefore, Let It Be Resolved that the Undergraduate Student Government formally opposes Ohio House Bill 698; and

Let it Finally Be Resolved the Undergraduate Student Government supports institutional autonomy, shared governance, and the protection of academic freedom and faculty governance structures at Ohio’s public institutions of higher education; and

Let It Further Be Resolved that the Undergraduate Student Government opposes the imposition of unfunded administrative reporting mandates that divert institutional resources from teaching, advising, research, and direct student support; and

Let It Finally Be Resolved that the Undergraduate Student Government calls upon members of the Ohio House of Representatives and the Ohio Senate to reject House Bill 698.

Floor Vote:    Aye: ____ Nay: ____ Abstain: ____ Present: ____



_________________________________                  ________________________________
Jessica Asante-Tutu				      Terrel McCann
President					      Speaker of the 58th General Assembly



Date Adopted: _____________________ 	      Date Terminated: ___________________




