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A Resolution Calling on the University to Commit to Native Landscaping Practices
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[bookmark: _1fob9te]Lindsay Tayfel (for herself, Senator Caden Conde, Senator Rishabh Bhargava) introduced the following resolution to the Sustainability Committee where it passed. Then, to the Steering Committee where it passed/failed, and to the floor where it passed/failed.
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*	*	*

Whereas the Undergraduate Student Government represents all undergraduate students at The Ohio State University; and

Whereas The Ohio State University Landscaping Services’ team of groundskeepers, surface maintenance technicians, and arborists is responsible for creating and maintaining a safe, sustainable, and beautiful landscape in support of the university’s academic and health care missions 1; and

Whereas 22% of Ohio’s plants are invasives from either other states or countries, resulting in the cultivation of over 500 non-native species 2; and

Whereas main campus has planted invasives, including but not limited to Bottlebrush Buckeye, Serviceberry, Canadian Yew, Oakleaf Hydrangea, and Hybrid Witch-hazel 3; and

Whereas non-native, invasive plants cause a decline in species diversity in these habitats. A diverse, healthy ecosystem is important for clean air and water, soil stability, and food and shelter for wildlife. Invasive plants are a major threat to the health of our ecosystems and to the viability of rare species 2; and

Whereas native plants are often lower maintenance than invasives and play an integral role in helping maintain the climate, conserving water, and providing vital habitat for wildlife. Native plants provide nectar for pollinators including hummingbirds, native bees, butterflies, moths, and bats 4; and

Whereas Ohio State has cultivated the Chadwick Arboretum and Learning Gardens to model annuals, perennials, trees, and shrubs, both native and non-native, for the central Ohio climate 5; and

Whereas other universities such as the University of Wisconsin-Madison, the University of Texas at Austin, The College of New Jersey, and Grinnell College have made efforts to implement sustainable initiatives. These initiatives not only support local wildlife and biodiversity but also reduce maintenance costs and promote sustainability on campus.

[bookmark: _Int_lhy5sexW]Therefore, Let it Be Resolved that the Undergraduate Student Government urges The Ohio State University to commit to an exclusively native planting plan, as it is carried out by university Landscaping Services; and

Let it Further Be Resolved that this does not apply to plant used for educational or research purposes; and

Let it Finally Be Resolved that the Undergraduate Student Government calls on The Ohio State University to implement this plan in order to increase action for a sustainable and maintainable campus by increasing the number of native species, while simultaneously halting the propagation of invasive species via complacent planting. 


Floor Vote:    Aye: ____ Nay: ____ Abstain: ____ Present: ____



_________________________________                  ________________________________
Jessica Asante-Tutu				      Terrell McCann
President					      Speaker of the 58th General Assembly



Date Adopted: _____________________ 	      Date Terminated: ___________________
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