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A Resolution to Commemorate Black History Month
 
Speaker Terrell McCann (for himself, President Jessica Asante-Tutu, Parliamentarian Rayvon Braziel, Secretary Jayda Williams, Senator Juan Colon, Senator Christopher Cade, Senator Mimi Tesfay, Senator Caden Conde) introduced the following resolution to the Black Caucus Committee where it passed. Then, to the Steering Committee where it passed, and to the floor where it passed/failed. 
 
	* 	* 	*  
Whereas, the Undergraduate Student Government (USG) represents all undergraduate students at The Ohio State University and is committed to promoting equity, inclusion, and the recognition of historically marginalized communities; and
Whereas, Black History Month is observed annually in February and serves as a time to recognize, honor, and celebrate the history, culture, achievements, and contributions of Black people in the United States and throughout the African diaspora; and
Whereas, Black History Month originated from Negro History Week, established in 1926 by historian Dr. Carter G. Woodson and the Association for the Study of African American Life and History, in order to ensure the study and preservation of Black history; and
Whereas, Black Americans have made profound and lasting contributions to every aspect of American society, including education, science, medicine, politics, labor, faith, culture, music, literature, athletics, and the ongoing struggle for civil and human rights; and
Whereas, The Ohio State University has been shaped and strengthened by the presence, leadership, scholarship, and activism of Black students, faculty, staff, alumni, and community members, past and present; and
Whereas, Black students continue to navigate systemic inequities, racial discrimination, and disproportionate barriers within higher education, making institutional recognition and support especially meaningful; and
Whereas, commemorating Black History Month provides an opportunity not only to celebrate Black excellence and resilience, but also to reflect honestly on the nation’s history of racial injustice and recommit to the pursuit of equity and justice; and
Whereas, engaging the university community in education, dialogue, and celebration during Black History Month fosters greater understanding, solidarity, and collective responsibility.
Therefore, Let it be Resolved, that the Undergraduate Student Government formally commemorates Black History Month and honors the invaluable contributions of Black individuals and communities to The Ohio State University, the State of Ohio, and the United States; and
Be it Further Resolved, that USG encourages all students, faculty, staff, and administrators to actively participate in Black History Month programming, educational initiatives, and cultural celebrations hosted on campus and in the surrounding community; and 
Let it Be Further Resolved, that USG reaffirms its commitment to advancing racial equity, inclusion, and justice through advocacy, policy, and partnership beyond the month of February; and 
Let it Be Finally Resolved, that this resolution be shared with relevant University offices, student organizations, and campus partners as a symbol of USG’s recognition, support, and solidarity.

Floor Vote:    Aye: ____ Nay: ____ Abstain: ____ Present: ____ 
 
 
 
_________________________________                  ________________________________ 
Jessica Asante-Tutu 	 	 	 	      Terrell McCann 
President 	 	 	 	 	      Speaker of the 58th General Assembly 
 
 
 
Date Adopted: _____________________  	      Date Terminated: ___________________ 

 
 

