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A Resolution to Extend Thompson Library Hours During Exam Season
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[bookmark: _1fob9te]Madalyn Jones (for themselves and Co-Sponsor) introduced the following resolution to the Academic Affairs Committee where it passed. Then, to the Steering Committee where it passed, and to the floor where it passed/failed.
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*	*	*

Whereas the Undergraduate Student Government represents all undergraduate students at The Ohio State University; and

Whereas The Ohio State University is one of the largest public universities in the United States with a student body exceeding 60,000 students, resulting in consistently high demand for study space during midterms and finals; and
Whereas, many universities with similar enrollment sizes have implemented 24-hour library access during finals weeks to their larger libraries to meet student needs and reduce study space scarcity; specifically:
Whereas, Arizona State University, which is similar in enrollment size to tOSU, largest library, Noble Library, provides 24-hour access during finals week, acknowledging high student demand and supporting safe, late-night study opportunities. 1 
Whereas, University of Central Florida (UCF)’s John C. Hitt Library has 24-hour operation during finals weeks, allowing students continuous access to study space throughout the exam period. 2 

Whereas, research shows that extended late-night and 24-hour library access provides students with increased opportunities for quiet study, flexibility in managing diverse schedules, and access to needed academic spaces during high-demand periods such as finals; research indicates that students make significant use of late night hours for academic activities and report benefits from extended library availability. 3

Whereas, Thompson Library on tOSU’s Columbus campus, currently operates until 2 am and do not provide 24-hour access even during peak stress periods such as exam weeks, despite heavy student usage and demand; and
Whereas, overcrowding during peak academic periods is common as students from a cross campus seek available study space late at night, resulting in difficulty finding a seat and space for focused studying; and
Whereas, Thompson Library’s central location, relative to many south campus residence halls, along with its expansive study spaces, makes it uniquely situated to serve a high volume of students, and extended hours would provide a safer, more convenient, and more equitable environment for late-night studying; and
Therefore, Let it Be Resolved that the Undergraduate Student Government supports Thompson Library hours being extended to 24 hours a day during exam season. Starting on reading day and resuming normal hours of operation on the last exam day of the semester; and

Let it Further Be Resolved that the Undergraduate Student Government calls on The Ohio State University extend Thompson Library hours to 24 hours a day during exam season.


Floor Vote:    Aye: ____ Nay: ____ Abstain: ____ Present: ____



_________________________________                  ________________________________
Jessica Asante-Tutu				      Terrell McCann
President					      Speaker of the 58th General Assembly



Date Adopted: _____________________ 	      Date Terminated: ___________________

1 Arizona State University Library Hours 
2 University of Central Florida Library Hours
3 Students and Libraries May Benefit from Late Night Hours  




