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A Resolution for Hidden Fee Transparency & Rebate 
[bookmark: _30j0zll]
[bookmark: _1fob9te]Jeffrey Liu, Nick Freeman (for themselves and Co-Sponsor) introduced the following resolution to the Governmental Relations Committee where it passed/failed. Then, to the Steering Committee where it passed/failed, and to the floor where it passed/failed.
[bookmark: _3znysh7]
*	*	*

Whereas, the Undergraduate Student Government represents all undergraduate students at The Ohio State University; Students have been unnecessarily charged with extra coursework that are unused or optional in certain curriculums. Examples of this include textbooks, subscriptions, learning platforms etc.

Whereas, A call for the Ohio State University to end the practice of hidden academic fees, guarantee that every student knows the full cost of a course before enrolling. Prevent all professors and departments from charging students for materials that are not used. Finally to return money to students when required materials are misrepresented

Whereas, here is some background information on this resolution; “Course Cost” means the total required out-of-pocket cost to a student to complete a course, including but are not limited to: CarmenCanvas or digital platform fees, homework, testing software, lab equipment, studio fees, required books, codes, subscriptions, access fees for simulations, databases, or learning platforms.

Whereas, Beginning no later than one academic term after adoption, every Ohio State course shall display a Total Course Cost prior to student enrollment. This Total Course Cost shall be displayed: In Schedule Planner, in Course Search, and on the course syllabus

Whereas, Before a course is opened for enrollment, the instructor of record must certify hat all listed costs are necessary and will be used

Whereas, Students have the guarantee to rebate if a required paid material is: Not used, not required for graded work, or functioning unnecessary. 

Whereas, students shall be entitled to a refund equal to the full cost of that material and refunds shall be issued through either direct deposit or via check within the financial aid office practices.

Therefore, Let it Be Resolved, that the Undergraduate Student Government supports this; and Let it be Further Resolved, for the Ohio State University to prevent hidden fees for unnecessary curriculum course work charges 

Let it Further Be Resolved, that the Undergraduate Student Government calls on The Ohio State University to do this.


Floor Vote:    Aye: ____ Nay: ____ Abstain: ____ Present: ____



_________________________________                  ________________________________
Jessica Asante-Tutu				      Terrell McCann
President					      Speaker of the 58th General Assembly



Date Adopted: _____________________ 	      Date Terminated: ___________________




