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A Resolution to Call For The University To Find Suitable Housing For All Displaced Students
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[bookmark: _1fob9te]Christopher Cade (for themselves and Co-Sponsor) introduced the following resolution to the ----- Committee where it passed/failed. Then, to the Steering Committee where it passed/failed, and to the floor where it passed/failed.
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*	*	*

Whereas the Undergraduate Student Government represents all undergraduate students at The Ohio State University; and

Whereas The Ohio State University has a responsibility to provide safe, habitable, and reliable on-campus housing to students who enter into university housing contracts; and

Whereas during the 2024–2025 academic year, [footnoteRef:2]Lawrence Tower experienced a water leak that resulted in extensive water damage and subsequent mold growth, ultimately requiring the full relocation of residents and rendering the building uninhabitable; and [2:  Ohio State University orders all students to leave Lawrence Tower after mold found inside dorm | WOSU Public Media] 


Whereas [footnoteRef:3][footnoteRef:4]Taylor Tower experienced a major pipe failure that caused significant flooding and led the university to determine that the building could not be safely occupied for the Spring 2026 semester; and [3:  Ohio State dorm flooding displaces hundreds for entire spring semester]  [4:  Taylor Tower FAQ : Articles : Housing and Residence Education] 


Whereas in both instances, students were displaced through no fault of their own due to failures in building infrastructure, creating sudden and unexpected housing instability; and

Whereas students who are unable to be rehoused on campus following such incidents may be forced to seek off-campus housing on short notice; and

Whereas the off-campus housing market surrounding The Ohio State University is already highly constrained, with limited availability, rising rental costs, and competitive leasing timelines that disproportionately disadvantage students with fewer financial resources and an emergent need for housing; and

Whereas repeated infrastructure-related displacements raise concerns about preparedness, contingency planning, and the long-term impacts on student well-being and academic success; and

Whereas the University’s prior use of master-leased housing demonstrates an existing capacity to mitigate these harms when adequate contingency planning is employed.

Therefore, Let it Be Resolved that the Undergraduate Student Government calls upon The Ohio State University to house displaced students before requiring students to independently seek housing in the private market; and

Let it Further Be Resolved that the Undergraduate Student Government urges the University to assess patterns of residence hall infrastructure failures and report on steps being taken to prevent future incidents that jeopardize student housing.


Floor Vote:    Aye: ____ Nay: ____ Abstain: ____ Present: ____
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