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A Resolution to Call Upon The Ohio State University to Increase the Lyft Ride Smart Program Discount
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[bookmark: _1fob9te]Christopher Cade (and Isaiah Nire) introduced the following resolution to the Student Affairs Committee where it passed. Then, to the Steering Committee where it passed/failed, and to the floor where it passed/failed. 
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*	*	*

Whereas the Undergraduate Student Government represents all undergraduate students at The Ohio State University; and

Whereas [footnoteRef:2]The Lyft Ride Smart program began in 2019 as a replacement for the university’s Safe Ride service and offered a total of 10,000 rides a month with $5 discounts from the hours of 9 P.M. – 3 A.M; and [2:  Lyft Ride Smart at Ohio State | Transportation and Traffic Management] 


Whereas The Lyft Ride Smart program was later amended to provide students with a $6.50 discount per ride; and 

Whereas Ohio State students redeemed nearly 600,000 rides through the Lyft Ride Smart program in the 2022-2023 academic year; and

Whereas The Ohio State University reduced the Lyft Ride Smart program discount from [footnoteRef:3]$6.50 to $4.00 at the beginning of the 2023-2024 academic year; and [3:  Lyft Ride Smart program discount decreased for semester] 


Whereas a $4.00 discount frequently covers, on average,[footnoteRef:4]half of the total cost of late-night rides. Leaving students on the hook for a much higher out of pocket cost when considering periods of high demand, surge pricing, or longer off-campus trips; and [4:  Sample Lyft Rides.xlsx] 


Whereas the CABS On-Demand service does not provide service to more than [footnoteRef:5]sixty-five (65)% of Ohio State students who live off-campus and only provides overnight transportation between most campus buildings between the hours of [footnoteRef:6]9 P.M. - 7 A.M.; and [5:  The Ohio State University Student Life - US News Best Colleges]  [6:  CABS On-Demand | Transportation and Traffic Management] 


Whereas the current Lyft Ride Smart program is offered between the hours of [footnoteRef:7]7 P.M. – 7 A.M. and has a service area that extends to off-campus housing located to the East of High St. and down to the Short North; and  [7:  Lyft Ride Smart Service Boundary | Transportation and Traffic Management] 


Whereas the [footnoteRef:8]University of Chicago offers students seven free Lyft rides per month (up to $10 off per ride); [footnoteRef:9]The University of Southern California offers students, faculty, and staff free Lyft rides; [footnoteRef:10]The University of Texas at Austin offers students free rides for rides taken within the campus geofence; and [8:  Lyft Ride Smart at UChicago | University of Chicago]  [9:  USC Lyft Rides Program - USC Transportation]  [10:  UT Night Rides | Parking & Transportation] 


Whereas most student employees at The Ohio State University receive an hourly wage of [footnoteRef:11]$13.00 and the purchasing power of OSU students has gone down because of [footnoteRef:12]nationwide inflation; and [11:  Student Employees - Human Resources at Ohio State]  [12:  Consumer Price Index Summary - 2025 M11 Results] 


Whereas despite the Undergraduate Student Government's [footnoteRef:13]56th and [footnoteRef:14]57th General Assembly passing a resolution to increase this discount, no adjustment has been made. [13:  56-r-15.pdf]  [14:  57-r-8.pdf] 


Whereas, based on a total university investment of approximately [footnoteRef:15]$2.2 million in the Lyft Ride Smart program, a $4.00 per-ride subsidy corresponds to roughly 550,000 subsidized rides, demonstrating both the scale of the program. [15:  fy25_financial_plan_-_final.pdf] 


Therefore, Let it Be Resolved that the Undergraduate Student Government supports increasing the Lyft Ride Smart per-ride subsidy beyond its current $4.00 level to improve student safety and affordability; and

Let it Finally Be Resolved that the Undergraduate Student Government calls upon The Ohio State University to increase the Lyft Ride Smart per-ride subsidy by $1.00, representing an additional investment of approximately $550,000 annually at current utilization levels, in order to improve affordability and strengthen the program’s effectiveness as a late-night student safety intervention; and

Floor Vote:    Aye: ____ Nay: ____ Abstain: ____ Present: ____
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